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Fon Readers of a mature age and judgment, 
there are ſo many excellent Treatiſes on the 
Evidences of the Chriſtian Religion already 
publiſhed, that it is perfectly needleſs to add 
to their number; but it appeared to me, that 
there was ſtill wanting ſomething i in a ſhorter, 
aà cheaper, a more methodical and familiar 
form, for thoſe who have juſt received Con- 
firmation. This ſeems to be the propereſt 
period for communicating to young people the 
chief grounds of their faith, and laying the 
foundations of a firm belief in the Chriſtian 
Revelation; leaving it to themſelves to add to 
theſe primary evidences which reaſon furniſhes 
in favour of Chriſtianity, thoſe further proofs 
of its truth, which I truſt they will hereafter 
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derive from ſtill higher and better ſources; from 
an intimate acquaintance with the Sacred W rit- 
ings; from the illuminating and ſanctifying in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit upon their under- 
itandings and their hearts ; and fr om the ex pe- 
rimental convidion, which I hope they will 
| kereafter have, of the divine efficacy of the 
Goſpel in purifying their affections s, In reme- 
dying the diſorders of their corrupt nature, and 


bleſſings, Peace of Conſcience, and Holineſs of 


Lit in: - 


| Fs a concern of ſuch infinite im portance, no 
755 ſ-ecies of evidence ought to be diſcouraged, de- 
preciated, or withheld, And at this time more 
particularly, when new Compendiums of Infi- . 
1 dclity, and new Libels on Chriſtianity are diſ- 
perſed continually, with indefatigable induſtry, | 
through every part of the kingdom, and every 
claſsof the community, ł it ſeems highly expedient 
to meet theſe hoſlile attempts with publications 


"af 


49 * bes the Report 6 3 Eomivities of the Houſe of 
Tad, reſpecting Ticaſonable Societies, &c. | 
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in communicating to them thoſe two invaluable 


of an oppoſite a and to fortify the wind 
of thoſe who are juſt entering into the world, 
by plain and conciſe ſtatements of the principal 


arguments in favour of Chriſtianity, againſt the 
efforts that will be made to miſlead their judg- 


ments, corrupt their principles, and ſhake their 


= belief! in the e Goſpel of Chriſt, 


WiIrn a view therefore of fulfilling this 
5 duty towards the youth more immediately under 
my care, I have drawn up the following little | 

Tract, for the uſe of thoſe principally who 
have been lately confirmed in the Dioceſe of 
London. My chief object has been to collect : 
| together into one view, and to compreſs toge- 
ther in a narrow compaſs, all the moſt forci- 

ble arguments for the truth of our religion, ö 
which are to be found in our beſt Writers, with 


. the addition of ſuch obſervations of my own 


as occurred to me in the proſecution of the 


5 Work. All theſe 1 have claſſed under a tew 


ſhort, clear, diſtin&t Propoſitions ; an arrange- 
ment which 1 have always found moſt conve- 


nient for the inſtruction of youth, and beſt cal- 
culated to alliſt their memories, to make ſtrong p 


and 
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and durable impreſſions on their underſtandings, 
and to reuder the important truths of religion 
moſt eaſy to be comprehended and retained in 
their minds. After this, I would recommend it 
to my young Readers, as they advance in life, 
to have recourſe to one or more of the well- 
| known Treatiſes of Grotius, Addiſon, Clarke, 
Leſlie, Lardner, Bcatiie, and Paley, on the Evi- 
den es of Chriſtianity ; to ſome of whom I am 
myſelf much indebted, and to whoſe m zaſterlx 
writings on th rat ſubject, this little Work was 
meant any as a kind of elementary introduction. 


+ MUST however warn my young diſciplies, 
that when they have, by the courſe of reading here 
ſuggeſted, arrived at a full conviction of the Dis. 
vine Origin of the Chriſtian Religion, they muſt 
not imagine that their taſk is finiſhed, and that 
nothing more is required at their hands. The 
moſt important part of their buſineſs {till remains 
to be accomplithed. After being ſatisfied that 
the Chriſtian Religion comes from God, their 
next ſtep is to enquire carefally what that re- 
ligion is, what the doArines are which it requires 
to be belicyed, and what the duties which it re- 


quires. - 
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- quires to bo performed. For this purpoſe | it ma y | 


be uſeful for them to begin with Gaſtrell's 
Chriſtian Inſtitutes, and Archbiſhop Secker's 


Lectures on the Church Catechiſm. In tlie 


firſt they will find the Doctrines and Duties of 


the Chriſtian Religion ranged under their pro- 


per heads in the very words of Scripture, and in 

| the other they will ſee moſt of them clearly and 

_ conciſely explained by a moſt able, pious, and 
judicious divine. Aſter this they may proceed to 
ſtudy the Scriptures themſelves, and more par- 


ticularly the New Teſtament, with the atliſt- 


ance of Dr. Doddridge? s Family Expoſitor, to 
which they | ſhould add ſome of the Sermons of 
dur beſt divines, mop: de Barrow, 
8 Sherlock and Secker. a 


WII. EN they "TM thus learnt what Chriſtian- 
ity is, and what it demands from them, they will 
feel it to be their indiſpenſable duty (as it is un- 


queſtionably their trueſt intereſt) to believe im- 
plicitly all tie doctrines, and obey with cheerful- 
neſs all the commands of their Maker and Re- 
deemer ; to facrifice to them, and to their own n 
future eternal weliare, all their corrupt paſſions 


and ; 
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and irregular deſires, to preſerve themſelves un- 

| ſpotted from the world, and to im plore the aſſiſt- 

ance of Divine Grace, co-operating with their 
own moſt earneſt endeavours, to render their 


belief in the Goſpel effectual to the ſanctifica- 


tion of their hearts, the regulation of their lives, 
and the falvation of their ſouls. 


1 ave anly to. i dint e thi Tatts 


Treatiſe is deſigned principally for the inſtruc- 
tion of Youth, yet conſidered as a kind of reca- 
pitulation of the Evidences of Chriſtianity, it 
may be found of ſome uſe to perſons of a more 

mature age, by refreſhing their memories, and 


bringing back to their recollection thoſe proofs | 


of their religion, which they have formerly read 


in larger and more elaborate works, and which 
they will here ice brought together into one in goes _ 


of view. -0: jt 62 


SUMMARY 


or THE 
PRINCIPAL EVIDENCES 
FOR THE 
TR rn AND D IVINE ORIG In 


or THE 


CHRISTIAN REVELATION. 


- Treatiſe, i is to preſent to my young Readers 


prove i the truth of each. 


% 


Os | courſe, 


HE method 1 intend to purſue f in this | 


me following ſeries of Pr vpalitizns, and then to | 


Þ Fa ROM conſidering the Rate of the heathen 
world, before the appearance of our Lord upon 
earth, it 18 evident that there was an abſolute f 


necefity for a revelation of God's will, and, of 
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2 On the Truth and Divine Origin 
courſe, a great probability bilors hand that fuch : 


a revelation would be granted. 


II. Ar the very time whenthere was a gene- 


ral expectation in the world of ſome extraor- 


dinary perſonage making his appearance in it, a 


perſon called Jeſus Chriſt did actually appear : 
upon earth, aſſerting that he was the ſon of 
God, and that he * ſent from heaven to teach : 
mankind true religion; and he did accordingly | 
found a religion, which from him was called 
the Chriſtian Religion, and which has been 
. profeſſed by great numbers of e from that . 


time to che preſent. | 


III. Tu books of the New Teſtament were 
written by thoſe perſons to whom. they are 
| aſcribed, and contain a faithful hiſtory of Chriſt 
and his religion; and the account there given of | 


both, 80 be ſecurely r relied upon | as duieuy 


tr uc. 


IV. Tur 


3 
IV. Tur ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament 
a (which are connected with thoſe of the New) 


1 of the * Revelation. 


5 | | .." "mp8 the genuine writings of thoſe whoſe names 

[ tdtmhey bear, and give a true account of the Mo- 
| — Haic diſpenſation, of the hiſtorical facts, the di- 

vine commands, the moral ene, — che pro- 5 


T1 „ Phecies which they contain. 


v. Tun en er of Chriſt, as repreſent- | 
ed in the goſpels, affords very ſtrong ground for 
believing that he was a divine perſon. 


* VI. Tur 2 11 his do@trines and the | 
| = purity of his moral e. confirm this be- 
lief. 


1 VII. Tur 2580 and facceſsful propagation > 
of the goſpel by the firſt teachers of it, through 
a bags part of the world, is a proof that they 


— BS = - Were 
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were favoured with divine aſlſtance and 6 


port. 


vi. A 2 betwixt Chriſt 50 : 
| Mahoma and their reſpective religions, leads us 

8 to conclude, that as the religion of. the latter 
was confeſſedly the invention of man, that of 5 


8 the former v was derived from God. 


1 TE predictions delivered by the ancient 
prophets, and fulfilled in our Saviour, ſhow | | 

that he was the Meſſiah expected by the Jews, : 

: and that he came into the world by divine ap- | 


20 pointment, to be the great deliverer and re- 


0 deemer of mankind, | 


X. Tur pk Ae by our Sa- 


viour himſelf, prove that he was endued with 


the rende of future events, which | 


5 belong 


of the Chriftian Revelation. | 5 5 


belongs only to God and to thoſe | infpired 
| by him. s 


XI. Tux miracles performed by our Lord, 


demonſtrate him to have poſſeſſed divine 


power. 


XII. Tus refarrefiion” of our Lord from 


"the dead, 1s a fact fully proved by the cleareſt 
: evidence, and i is the ſeal and confirmation of his - 


divinity and of the truth of his religion. = 


| Trrsr are Pe ſeveral point I ſhall under- 


0 inks. to prove in the following pages: and if 
theſe are clearly made out, there can be nothing 


| more wanting to ſatisfy every reaſonable | man, 


that the Chriſtian Religion i is a true revelation 


from God. 
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PROPOSITION | 1. 


Row CONSIDERING THE STATE oF THE | 
HEATHEN WORLD, BEFORE THE APPEAR= 
ANCE OF OUR LORD UPON EARTH, IT 18 
"EVIDENT THAT THERE WAS AN ABSOLUTE | 
NECESSITY FOR A DIVINE REVELATION 
or GoD's WILL, AND, OF COURSE, A GREAT 
PROBABILITY BEFOREHAND, THAT SUCH 
A REY ELATION | WOULD BE GRANTED. : 


TB EY who are © ncquaimted with ancient 
. lige ry, know perfectly well that there f is no 
one fact more certain and more notorious than 
this : That for many ages before our Saviour ap- 
| peared upon earth, and at the time he actually 
did appear, the whole heathen world, even the 
politeſt and moſt civilized, and moſt learned 
nations, were, with a very few exceptions, ſunk 
in the moſt deplor able ignorance of every 
thing relating to God and to religion; in the 
V;U hs grolleſt 
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groſſeſt ſuperſtition and ry, ad} in che == 
moſt abominable corruption and depravity | of : 
manners. They neither underſtood the true 
| nature of God, nor the attributes and perfection 
which belong to him, nor the worſhip that was | 
acceptable to him, nor the moral duties which 
| he required from his creatures; nor had they 
any clear notions or firm belief of the immor- 
tality of the ſoul, and a ſtate of rewards and 
puniſhments in another fe. They believed 
5 the worid to be under the direction o a vaſt 
multitude of gods and goddeſſes, to whom they ; 
aſcribed the worſt paſſions and the worſt \ vices 
5 that ever diſgraced human nature. They wor- 5 
ſhipped alſo dead men and women, birds and 


beaſts, inſects and reptiles, (eſpecially that . 


moſt odious and diſguſting reptile the ſerpent) | 


together with an infinite number of idols, the 


work of their own hands, from various mate- . 
rials, gold, ſlver, wood, and ſtone. W ih re- 


54 8 ſpect 
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ſpect to theit 4 own conduct, they were 18 a 5 
'vniverſally addicted to the moſt ſhocking and 


| abominable vices ; even many 1 their ſolemn 


| religious ceremonies and acts of devotion were 


{ſcenes of the groſſeſt ſenſuality and licentioufneſs. 


Others of them were attended with the moſt 


lavage and cruel ſuper ſitions, and ſometimes 


even with human ſacrifices, 


Tut deſcription given of the ancient Pagans = 
by St. Paul, i in the firſt chapter of his epiſtle 5 
the Romans, is firiftly and literally true,— 


. They were filled with all unrighteouſneſs, 


fornication, wickedneſs, covetouſneſs, unclean- 
neſs, maliciouſneſs, full of envy ; murder, 
debate, deceit, malignity; : | whiſperers, back- 
I biters, haters of God, deſpiteſul, proud, boaſters, i 
| inventors of evil things, diſobedient to parents, : 


| without underſtanding, covenant breaker , with- 


out natural affections, implacable, unmerciful. a 


"Lincs 


a 
| 
Li 
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Tur 8E are not the mere general declama- 


: tions of a pious man againſt the wickedneſs of 


the times; they are faithful and exact pictures 


of the manners of the age, and they are fully and 
amply confirmed by contemporary heathen : 
writers. They are applied alſo to a people, 5 
. highly civilized, ingenious, learned, and cele- 
: brated for their proficiency in all liberal arts 
- and ſciences. What, then, muſt have been the | 
depravity of the moſt barbarous nations, when 
ſuch were che morals of the mot polite and 


virtuous? > = 


THERE | were, it is true, among all che an- 
cient nations, and eſpecially among the Greeks | 
and Romans, ſome wiſe. and comparatively | 
. good men, called philoſophers, who had juſter . 
notions of morality and religion than the reſt of 
the world, and preſerved themſelves toa certain f 
degree unpolluced by the erer corruption of 
5 93 the 
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che times. But theſe were 6 fas h in proportion to 1 
2 the great bulk of mankind, and were utterly 
unable to produce any conſiderable change i in 
the prevailing principles and manners of their 
countrymen. They themſelves had but very 

imperfect and erroneous notions reſpecting the 

nature and attributes of God, the worſhip he 
required, the duties and obligations of morality, | 
| the method of God's 5 governing the world, his 
defign i in creating mankind, the original dignity | 


of human nature, the ſtate of corruption and Y 


5 depravity i into which it afterwards fell; the par- 


ticular mode of divine inter poſition neceſſary 


for the recovery of the human race; the means 


of regaining the favour of their offended Maker, 
and the glorious end to which God intended | 
finally to conduct chem. Even with reſpect - 
to thoſe great and important doctrines above- 
mentioned, the immortality of the ſoul, the 


voy of a future ſlate, and the diſtribution of 


. rewards : 
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rewards and puniſhments hereafter, they were 
full of doubt, uncertainty, and heſitation; and 
rather ardently wiſhed and hoped for, than con- 
5 fidently expected and believed them. But even 
What they did know with any degree of clear- 
neſs and certainty, they either would not con- 
| deſcend, or wanted the ability, to render plain 


and intelligible to the lower orders of the peo- 


ple. They were deſtitute alſo of proper autho- 


rity to enforce the virtues they recommended; 
they had no motives to propoſe powerful enough 

| to overrule ſtrong temptations and corrupt in- 
dlinations: their own example, inſtead of . 
commending their precepts, tended to coun- 
teract them; for it was generally (even in the 
very beſt of them) in direct oppoſition to their 
doctrines ; and the deteſtable vices to which 
many of them were addicted, entirely deſtroyed 
the efficacy of what they tauglit. 


= & | 
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 Anovs all, they were deſtitute of thoſe awful 
| fanQtions of religion, which are the moſt effec- 
tual reſtraints on the paſſions and vices of man- 
kind, and the | moſt powerful 1 incentives to vir 
tue, the rewards and puniſhments of a future 
8 ſlate, which form ſo efſential and important a | 


part of the Chriſtian diſpenſation. 


| Tupaz was therefore a plain and abſolute 

neceſſity for a divine revelation, to reſcue man- 
kind from that gulph of i ignorance, ſuperſtition, 
idolatry, wickedneſs, and miſery, i in which they : 
were almoſt univerſally { ſunk ; to teach them i in 

; what manner, and with what kind of external ſer- : 

15 vice, God might moſt acceptably be worſhipped, WP 
5 ad what expiation he would accept for fin; to 

give them a full aſſurance of a future ſtate and 
a ſuture judgment; to make the whole doctrine 

of religion clear and obvious to all capacities; to 


add 
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add weight and authority to the plaineſt pre- 
cepts, and to furniſh men with extraordinary and 
ſupernatural aſſiſtance, to enable them to over- 
come the corruptions of their nature. And 
ſince it was alſo plainly worthy of God, and 
conſonant to all our ideas of his goodneſs, mercy, 
and compaſſion to the work of his own hands, 
chat he ſhould thus enlighten, and afliſt, and di- 
rect the creatures he had made, there was evi- . 
dently much ground to expect that ſuch infor- 
mation and aſſiſtance would be granted; and the 
wiſcſt of the ancient heathens themſelves thought | 
| it moſt natural and agreeable to right reaſon to 


hope for fomething of this nature. 


You may give over, fays Socrates, all hopes 
of amending men's manners for the future, un- 
. leſs God be pleaſed to ſend you ſore other per- 


fon to inſtru® you®; and Plato declares, that 


5 whatever | 


* Plato in Apolog. Socratis. 


14 On the Truth and Divine Origin 


whatever is right, and as it ſhould he in the . © 


ſent evil fate of the world, can be ſo only by 


the particular interpoſttion of God ,.* Cicero has 
| made ſimilar declarations; and Porphyry, who 
Was a moſt inveterate enemy to the Chriſtian | 
religion, yet confeſſes, that there was wanting | : 
ſome univerſal meth od of delivering men's fouls, | 
which no ſea of Bait had ever yet ras | 


ont. + 


Tuxss confeſſions of the great ſages of an- 
tiquity, infinitely outweigh the aſſertions of our 
modern infidels, that human reaſon i 1s fully 


= ſuicient to 1 man his duty, and Gabe him 


to perſorm it; and that, therefore, a divine reve- 


E lation was perfectly needleſs.“ It is true, that, 


in the preſent times, a Deiſt may have tolerably | 


jult notions of the nature and attributes of the 
Supreme 


* Plato de 3 | 
x * de Civitate Dei 1 10. c. 32. , 
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| Supreme Being, of ths worſhip due t to him, of | 
the ground and extent of moral obligation, and 
even of a future ſtate of retribution. But 
| from whence does he derive theſe notions? Not 
from the dictates of his own unaſſiſted reaſon, | 
| but (as the philoſophiſt Rouſſeau himſelf con- 


Nh feſſes . from thoſe very ſcriptures which he 


:  deſpiſes and reviles, from the early impreſſions : 
of education, from living and converſing in a 
= Chriſtian country, where thoſe doctrines are e 
Ln publicly taught, | and where, in ſpite of him- 
ſelf, he imbibes ſome portion of that religious 
knowledge Which the ſacred writings have every 
where diffuſed and communicated to the enemies 
as well as the friends of the goſpel. But they 
who were deſtitute of theſe advantages, they who 
| had nothing but reaſon to direct them, and 
therefore knew what reaſon is capable of doing; 
when left to itſelf, much better than any nodern. of 
infidel 


MN. P- 71, 12100, 1764. 
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Na (who never was, and never can be, pre- 


ciſely in the ſame predicament); theſe men 


uniformly deelar e, chat the mere light of nature 


wa as not competent to conduct them into the 

road of happineſs and virtue; and that the only 

fare and certain 'n guide to carry men well through 
5 this life Was a divine a: ſeavery of the truth, * 
i Theſe conſiderations may ſerve to ſhew, that, 

| inftead of entertaining any unreaſonable preju- 
dices beforehand againſt the poſſibility or pro- 
; | bability of any divine revelation whatever, We 
. ought, on the contrary, to be previouſly prepoſ- 


ſeſſed! in favour of it, and to be prepared and. 


5 open to receive 12 with candor. and fairneſs, 


whenever it ſhould come ſupported with ſuffi- : 


7 cient evidence ; becauſe, from conſidering the = 


7 wants of man and the mercy of God, it appears 


highly probable that ſuch a revelation would d 


ſeme ume or other be vouchſafed to mankind. 


„Plato in Phædone. 
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PROPOSITION II. 


Ar THE VERY TIME WHEN THERE WAS 
A GENERAL EXPECTATION IN THE WORLD 
OF SOME EXTRAORDINARY PERSONAGE 
MAKING HIS APPEARANCE IN IT, A PER 
SON CALLED JESUS CHRLST DID ACTUALLY 
APPEAR UPON EARTH, ASSERTING THAT | 
HE WAS THE SON OF GOD, AND THAT HE 
CAME FROM HEAVEN To TEACH MAN- 
| KIND TRUE RELIGION; AND HE DID AC= 
| CORDINGLY FOUND A RELIGION, WHICH 
FROM HIM WAS CALLED, THE CHRISTIAN 
' RELIGION, AND WHICH HAS BEEN RO 
FEsSED BY GREAT NUMBERS OF PEOPLE | 
FROM THAT TIME TO THE PEESENT. 


T7 es e Ja e ie ths Pie 
poſition, as the foundation of all the reaſoning - 
that is to fc ow: but the truth of it 18 ſo uni- 

0 verſally acknowledged, that it requires but very : 


few words to be laid! in ſupport of it. . 
THAT 
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| man hiſtorians, Suetonius and Tacitus, aſſert, 
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Trar there was, about the time of our Sa- 


viour's birth, a general expectation ſpread 


over the eaſtern part of the world, that ſome 


very extraordinary perſon would appear In Ju- | 
— dæa, 1 1S evident both. from the ſacred hiſtory and 


from Pagan writers. St. Matthew inforins us, 


that when Jeſus was born! in Bethlehem of Ju- 


daa, chere came wiſe men (probably men of 5 
conſiderable rank and learning in their own 
country) from the Faſt, ſaying, „Where 1 is he . 
that is born King of the Jews; for we have 
ſeen his ſtar i in the Eaſt. and are come to wor- 


ſhip him . "In confirmation of this, two Ro- 


chat chere prevailed at that time, over the whole | 
Eaſt, an ancient and fixed opinion, that there - 
| ſhould ariſe out of Judza a perſon who ſhould — 


obtain dominion over the world. 


THAT at this time, when Auguſtus Cæſar 


was 


Chriſt was actually born 3 in Judza; that he pro- 


followers; the ſacred 6 hiſtorians unanimouſly 
; affirm, and ſey eral heidi authors alſo bear teſ- 


timony to the ſame facts. They mention the 


7 5 i were called Chriſtians. T he Jews, though. pro- 


enemies, can poſſibly make them. 


ny 8 * ” 
2 , _—_ 7 . OE wo Fat 
Zaum n et eg to 
4 55 4 
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Was emperor of Rome, a . perſon called Jens ; 


feſſed to come from heaven to teach mankind 


true religion, and that he had a multitude of 


very name of Chriſt, and acknowledge that he 


had a great number of diſciples, who from him 


feſſed enemies to our religion, acknow! edge theſe | 
| things to be true; and none even of the ear- 
heſt Pagans WhO wrote againſt Chriſtianity, Y 
©; "Ever pretended to queſtion their reality. Theſe 
things, therefore, are as certain and undeniable . 
as ancient hiſtory, both ſacred and profane, and 


3 the concurrent teſtimony both of friends and 
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T 1 E BOO KS OF THE NEW s TAM ENT 
WERE WRITTEN BY THOSE PERSONS T9 
WHOM THEY ARE ASCRIBED,| AND con- 
TAIN A FAITHFUL HISTORY OF CHRIST 
AND His RELIGION: | AND THE ACCOUNT | 
THERE GIVEN OF BOTH, MAY BE SECURE- | 
0 UPON AS STRICTLY TRUE. 


km — 


TE books 1 contain the kiftory of 
Chriſt and of the Chriſtian religion, are the 
four Goſpels and the ARts of the Apoſtles. 
That the Goſpels were written by the perſons D 
whoſe names chey bear, namely, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, there is no more rea- 
fon to doubt, than that the hiſtories which we 

have under the names of Xenophon, Livy, or 


; Tacitus, were written by thoſe authors. 


Ad GREAT 


J En Toe 


oY . Chr Nian Revelation. BE V 


A GREAT many paſſages are alluded to or 
quoted from the Evangeliſts, exactly as we read | 
them now, by a regular ſucceſſion of Chriſtian 

-” writers, from the time of the Apoſtles down to 
f this hour; and at a very early period their names 
Are mentioned as the authors of their reſpective 

goſpels ; which is more than can be ſaid for any 


other ancient hiſtorian whatever.“ 


i Tursz books have always been conſidered 


by the whole Chriſtian world, from the A poſto- 


lic age, as containing a faithful hiſtory of their 


15 religion, and therefore they ought to be receiv- | 
ed as ſuch; Juſt as we all low the Koran to con- 
tain a genuine account of the Mahometan reli- 
gion, and the ſacred books of the Bramins to 
contain a true repreſentation of the Hindoo re- 
ligion. | 


Tran : 


0 Lardner 8 Credibility, b. i. and Paley" $ Evidences, | 


vol, 1. 


. 4 324. >» 
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Trar all he facts related | in 1 theſe writings, | 
and the accounts given of every thing our Sa- 


viour ſaid and did, are alſo ſtrictly true, we have 


che moſt ſubſtantial grounds for _——— 


Fon, in che firſt place, the writers had the 
very beſt means of information, and could not 5 


5 E be deceived themſelves, 


Axp, i in os next 1 Pac they could . no : 
conceivable inducement. for impoſing vpo . 


: others. 


St. Matthew and St. John were two of our 
Lord's Apoſtles; his conſtant companions and 
attendants throughout the whole of his mini- 
. try. * hey were actually preſent at the ſcenes | 
which they deſcribe; eye-witneſſes of the facts, 25 
. and car-witnefſes of the diſcourſes, which they 


| relate. 


i: | ST, 


* 3 — 
<4 % 4 


ofthe cue Revelation. „ 1 


St. Mark and St. Luke, though not tem- 
: ſelves A poſtles, yet were the contemporaries and 
companions of Apoſtles, and i in habits of ſociety | 
and friendſhip with thoſe who had been preſent > 
at the tranſactions which they record. St. Luke 
expreſsly ſays this in the beginning of his goſ- 
pel, which opens with theſe words: « For as 
much as many have taken in hand to ſet forth 
in order a declaration of thoſe things which are 
moſt ſurely believed amongſt t us: even as they de- 
5 Ifvered them unto us, which from the beginning 
were eye-witneſſes and min Hers of the word, it = 
| ſeemed good to me alſo, having had perfect under- f 
Landing of all things from the very firſt, to write un- 
to thee, in order, moſt excellent Theophilus, that 
thou mighteſt know the certainty of thoſe things . 
wherein thou haſt been inſtruQed.” | *. Luke 
| alſo being the author of the Acts of the Apo- 
ſtles, we have, for the writers of theſe five books, 
perſons who had the mot perfect knowledge of : 
_ ovary. 


_*& 


1 On the Truth and Divine Origin 


every thing they relate, either from their own 
perſonal obſervation, « or from immediate boi 
munications with thoſe who ſaw and heard every 


thing that P_ 


Tuxv could not, therefore, be thenfelves 
deceived; nor could they have the leaſt induce- 


ment, or the leaſt inclination, to deceive others. 


Tux were plain, honeſt, artleſs, unlearned | 
e in very humble occupations of life, and 
5 utterly incapable of inventing or carrying on | 
ſuch a refined and complicated ſyſtem of fraud, 4 
as the Chriſtian Religion muſt have been if jt 
was not true. There are, beſides, the ſtrongeſt „ 
marks of fairneſs, candour, ſimplicity, and truth 
| throughout the whole of their narratives. Their : 
7 greateſt enemies have never attempted to throw 
the leaſt ſtain upon their characters; and how 
chen, can they be ſuppoſed capable of ſo groſs 


an 
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an impoſition as that of aſſerting and pro- 
- pagating the moſt impudent HOtioh 2 Fhey 
could gain by it neither pleaſure, profit, nor 
% Power. On the contrary, it brought upon 


them the moſt dreadful evils, and even deatk 
vitſelf. I, therefore, they Were cheats, they 


were cheats without any motive, and without 
= r. Fe dvantage ; j nay, comraty to every motive 
and every advantage that uſually influence the 


Y actions of men. They preached a religion 


which forbids falſehood under pain of eternal 
4 puniſhment, and yet, on this ſuppoſition, they 
| ſupported that religion by falſehood; and whilſt 
| they were guilty of the baſeſt and moſt uſeleſs 
5 N themſelves, they were taking infinite 
; pains, and going through the greateſt labour 
and fufferings, in order- to teach n to * 
mankind. hey Bos 
Is chis eredible ? Ts this poſſible? Is non 
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this a mode of aQting * contrary to all ex- 
perience, to all the principles of human na- 
ture, and to all the uſual motives of human con- 5 
3 duct, as to exceed the utmoſt bounds of be- * 
| lief, and to compel every reaſonable man to 


reject at once ſo monſtrous a ſuppoſition ? | 


Tux facts, therefore, related in the Goſpels, 


and in the Acts of the Apoſtles, even thoſe evi- 
TY dently miraculous, muſt be true; for the teſti- 


mony of thoſe who die for what they aſſert, is 


evidence ſufficient to ſupport any miracle what- 


ever. And this opinion of their veracity is Rrongly = 
| confirmed by the = conſagerations. wy 
© Tuan inde facred 3 of the ; 
New Teſtament, continual alluſions and, re- 
| ferences to things, perſons, places, manners, 
cuſtoms and opinions, which are found to be - 

| perſeQly conformable to the real ſtate of things, 
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| at that time, as repreſented by diſintereſted and 
| contemporary writers. Had their ſtory been a 
forgery, they would certainly have been de- 
tected in ſome miſtake or other concerning 
5 theſe incidental circumſtances, which yet they - 


85 have never once been. 


Turn, as to ths facts themſelves which 
they relate, great numbers of them are men- 

4. tioned and admitted both by Jewiſh and Roman Oy 
| hiſtorians; ſuch as the ſtar that appeared at our 
Saviour's birth, the journey of the wiſe men ; 
to Bethlehem, Herod's murder of the infants 

under two years old, many - particulars con- 
cerning John the Baptiſt and Herod, the cruci- 


| fixion of our Lord under Pontius Pilate, and 


the earthquake and miraculous darkneſs which 
attended it. Nay, even many. of the miracles 
- which Jeſus himſelf wrought, particularly the 
curing i the lame and blind, and caſting out de. 


| ca TY vile, 


= 
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vils, are, as to the markers of fat, exprefily 

owned and. admitted by ſeveral of the. earlieſt 
and moſt implscable enemies of Chriſtianity. 
For though they aſeribed theſe miraeles to 
the affiſtance of evil ſpirits, yet they: allowed 

| that the miratles themſelves were actually | 
8 | wrought. * * 


Tunis teſtimony of our advetſaries, even te 
the mir aculous parts of the ſacred hiſtory, 15 
the ſtrongeſt poſſible confi. mation of the "truth 
and authority of the whole. 


Ii ns the books of the New 
Teſta ment have come down to the preſent 
mes without any material alteration or cbr- 
1 rajtion: ; and chat they are, in all eſſential 

— points, the ſame as they came from the hands 
| of their authors. 


Thar 


| a Clarke $ 8 of Nat ond Rev | Religion, 


i Chiikan Re: delatton. | | «a5 


Lua. in the various canſcripts of theſe 


. e e in all other antient books, a few | 
Ileum, ſyVables, or eyen words, may have been 


changed, we do not pretend to deny; but that 


there has been any deſigned or fraudulent cor- 


ruption of any conſiderable part, eſpecially of : 
any doctrine, or any important paſſage of hif- 


tory, no one has ever attempted, or been able, L 


to prove. Indeed it was abſolutely impoſſible. 


There can be no doubt but that, as ſoon as any 
| of the original writings came. out of the hands 15 
of their authors, great numbers of copies were 
immediately taken, and ſent to all the different | 
chriſtian churches. | We know that they were 
; publicly read in the rdigious aſſeryblies of the 
firſt Chriſtians. W e know alſo, that they were 
1 very ſoon tranſlated into a variety of fo- 
reign languages, and. theſe antient verſions 


(many of which till remain) were quickly 


diſper ed into all parts of the known world ; 


fy „ 
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nay even ſeveral of the original manuſcripts re- 
| mained to the time of Tertullian, at the end of 5 
the ſecond century. * There are numberleſs 5 
quotations from every part of the New Teſta- : 


ment by Chriſtian writers, from the earlieſt 


1 ages down to the preſent, all which ſubſtantially 


- agree with the preſent text of the ſacred writings. 
Beſides which, a variety of ſects and hereſies 
ſoon aroſe in the Chriſtian Church, and each of 
theſe appealed to the Scriptures for the truth 
| of their doctrines. It would, therefor e, have 
5 been utterly impoſſible for | any one e ſect to have 
made any material alteration in the facred. 
3 books, without being immediately detected and 
8 ; expoſed by all the others. 1 Their mutual Jea- 
|  Joufy and ſuſpicion of each other would effec- 
| tually prevent any groſs adulteration of the 
= ſacred volumes; and with reſpect to leſſer mat- 
5 ters, the beſt bow moſt able oritict have, after 


the 
LW Grotius de ver. l. 3. c 2. 85 
+ Beattie, vol. 1. p. 183, 
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the moſt minute examination, aſſerted and 
proved, chat the holy ſeriptures of the New 
Teſtament have ſuffered leſs from the injury of 
time, and the errors of ns than any 
. other antient Witings whatſoever“. 


„The ayle, too, of the Goſpel, (ſays the amiable and 


_ . elegant author of the Minſtrel) bears intrinſic evidence 
of its truth, We find there no appearance of artifice or 

o party ſpirit; no attempt to exaggerate on the one hand, 

or depreciate on the other; no remarks thrown in to anti- 


cipate objections; nothing of that caution which never | 


fails to diſtinguiſh the teſtimony of thoſe who are con- 
| ſcious of impoſture; no endeavour to reconcile the 


reader's mind to what may be extraordinary in the nar- 


rative: all is fair, candid, and ſimple. The hiſtorians 
make no reflections of their own, but confine themſelves 
to matter of fact, that is, to what they heard and ſaw; 
and honeſtly record their own miſtakes and faults, as well > 
as the other particulars of the ory, Beattie” s Evidences. : 


Y, 1. þ. ** 


— 


«x 


is PROPOSITION. IW. 


Tur schr TU RPS or TE OLD TESTA= 
WEN, Wir fett- ARE * CONNECTED. with 

: THOSE oF THE NEW; ARE. THE GENUINE | 
'WRITINGS,OF THOSE WHOSE NAMES-THEY 
: BEAR," AND GIVE A "TRUE ACCOUNT or 
5 THE MOSAIC DISPENSATION, AS. WELL 48 
or THE HISTORICAL FACTS, TRE DIVINE | 
COMMANDS, THE MORAL FRECEPTS, AND | 


| THE/PROBHECIES WHICH THEY CONTAIN, 


THAT part of the Bible, Which is 217 : 
the Old Teſtament, contains a great variety. of | 
very different compoſitions, ſome hiſtorical, 5 
| ſome poetical, ſome moral and Preceptive, ſome 
prophetical; written at different times, and by. 
diffe rent perſons, and collected into one volume | 
by the care of the Jews. 


THAT 
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| Tran theſe books were all written by thoſe _ 
| what names they bear, there is not the leaſt | 
reaſonable ground to doubt ; they have been 
always conſidered as the writings of thoſe per- 
ſons by che whole Jewiſh nation (who. were 


moſt intereſted 3 m their authenticity, and moſt 


likely to know the truth), from the earlieſt 


1 times down to the preſent: and no proof to the 


5 contrary has. ever 985 been produced. | 5 ö 


Txt tals writings bas come dawn to us 
in the lame ſtate in which they were originally 85 
: written, as to all efſential points, there! 18 every : 
reaſon to believe. The original manuſcripts were Sr 
| long preſerved, among the Jews. A copy of tio 
book of the law was preſerved i in the ark; uk 
Was ordered to be read publicly every ſeven - 
years, at the feaſt of the tabernacles, as well 
as e and frequently, in every: Jewiſh 
i. VVT 


5 TAHTRE 
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TukxE is a copy ſtill extant, of the five 


books of Moſes (which are called the Penta- 55 
teuch), taken by the Samaritans, who were 

| bitter enemies to the Jews, and always at Va- 
riance with them; and this copy agrees, in 

C every material 3 with the Jewiſh 5 


copy. 


NI AR three bandits years adi Chriſt, theſe 


ſcriptures were tranſlated into Greek, and this 
verſion (called the Septuagint) agrees alſo in | 
al efſential articles with the Hebrew original. . 
This being very widely ſpread over the world, 
1 rendered any conſiderable alteration extremely 1 
difficult: and the diſperſion of the Jews into 
| all the different regions of the ' globe, x made it 
next to impoſible, 5 


Tu: Jer were al ways roinarlcatl for = 


7 mY mol faithful goardians of their ſacred rn, 
7 „ books, 5 
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TY which they tranſcribed repeatedly, and 5 5 
compared moſt carefully with the originals, and 
of which they even numbered the words and let- 
ters. That they have not corrupted any of their | 
: prophetical writings appears from hence; that we 


| „ prove Jeſus to be the Meſſiah Noc many of 
| thoſe very Prophecies which they e td. 
: ſelves preſerved; - and which (if their mvineidle | 


| fidelity to their ſacred books had not reſtrained 
them) their hatred to Chriſtianity would have 


| led them to alter or to ſuppreſs. And their credit 


zs ſtill further eſtabliſhed by this circumſtance, 


5 that our Saviour, though he brings many heavy | 


: charges againſt the Scribes and Phariſees, yet 
never once accuſes them of corrupting c or tali 


1 fying any one of their ſacred 1 


171 is no 1 certain that theſe: writings give a 
. true and faithful account of the various mat- | 


ters which they contain. Many of the prin- f 


0 EE” 4, cipal 
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: cipal facts and eizeumſtances related i in thengp 
de mentioned by the moſt antient heathen aus 
thors. The firſt origin and creation of the 
world ont of chaos, as deſcribed by Moſes; 
dhe formation of the. ſun, he moon, and the 
Gars, and. aſterwards of man hümſelf; the do- be 
minion given him over other animals; the 
completion of this great work i in fix days; the 
deſtruction | of the world by a deluge; the | cir- 
cumſtances of the ark and the dove; the pu- 
5 niſhmeat of Sodom by fire; the antient rite of 
_ circumciſion; many particulars relating to | 
Moles, the giving of the law, and the Jewiſh | 
| ritual; the names of David and Solomon, and 


8 their leagues with the Tyrians; theſe things - 


and many others of the ſame ſort, are exprelsly 

mentioned, or plainly alluded to, in ſeveral a 
: Pagan authors of - the higheſt antiquity, and the 
beſt credi t. And 4 very bitter enemy of the 
Ion" 2 as well as Chriſtians, the Emperor * 
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kan, is, by the force of evidence; compelled o 

85 _ confeſs, thav there were many perſons among 
che Jews divinely inſpired; and tha fire from | 

| heaven deſoended on the facrifices of Moſes nt 

Elijah. Add to. this, that the references made 
to the Books. of the Old Feſtament, and the 

: paſſages quoted from them by our Saviour and 
his apoſtles, is a plain proof, that they acknow- 

- ledged the authority of thoſp ene and the 


- e of Heir authors, 


Ir hne indeed, fur is thr billaricat oaks i 


of the Old Teſtament, there are ſome bad cha- 
racters and bad actions recorded, and ſome very 


| exuel deeds deſcribed; but theſe things are 
mentioned as mere hiſtorical facts, and by 
no means approved or propoſed as examples 


to others. And excepting theſe paſſages; which 


are comparatively fe in number, the reſt. of 
8 8 moſe ſacred bophks, more eſpecially Deutero- 


nom v. 
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nomy, the Pfalms, Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and 
the Prophets, are full of very ſublime repre- | 
ſentations of God and his attributes; of very 
3 excellent rules for the conduct of life, and ex- 


amples of amoſt every virtue that can adorn 


A human nature. And theſe things were written 
| at a time when all the reſt of the world, even 
the wiſeſt, and moſt leattied, and moſt cele- 
| brated nations of the earth, were ſunk in the 
groſſeſt ignorance of God and religion; were | 
: worſhipping idols and brute beaſts, and indulg- - 
: ing themſelves in the moſt abominable vices. 
111 is a moſt ſingular circumſtance, that a peo- 
ple in a remote, obſcure corner of the world, | 
5 very inferior to ſeveral heathen nations in learn- | 
ing, in philoſophy, in genius, in ſcience, and 
all the polite arts, ſhould yet be ſo infinitely 


their ſuperiors i in their ideas of the Supreme 
Being, and in every thing relating to morality | 
and religion. This can no otherwiſe be ac- 
counted . 
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| counted for, than on the ſuppoſition. of their | 


8 - having been inſtructed in theſe things by Got 


| himſelf, or by perſons condthidiicncd and inſpir- 


ed by him; that is, of their having been really 


favoured with thoſe divine revelations, which 


are recorded in the — * the — Teſta 


- ment. 


WII reſpect to the prophecies which they 
contain, the truth of a great part of theſe has 
been infallibly proved by the exact fulfilment of . 
them in ſubſequent ages, ſuch as thoſe relating 
to our Saviour (which will be hereafter ſpeci- 
hed) to Babylon, to Egypt, to Edom, to Tyre 5 
and Sidon. But thoſe which refer more parti- | 
cularly to the diſperſion of the Jews are ſo very | 
numerous and clear, and the accompliſhment of 
them, in the preſent ſtate of the Jews, is a fact : 
which obtrudes itſelf, at this moment, ſo irre- 
= are upon our ſenſes, that } cannot forbear pre- 
: | e ſenting 5 
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"= ſenting to the reader 10 5 the moſt rombtk- 
able of thoſe predictions, AS they a are n to- 


tin 995 a moſt . writer. 


TE 


Ir was bod 127 Moſes, thot when he 5 


| Jews forſook the true God, * they ſhould be 
removed into all the kingdoms of the earth, 


ſhould be ſcattered among the heathen, among 
all people, from the one. end of the earth even 


| unto the other; ſhould become an aſtoniſh- 


ment, a a proverb, and a bye-wand. among all 
nations 1 and that among thoſe nations they 
ſhould find no eaſe, neither ſhould the fole of 
their foot have reſt; but the Lord ſhould give | 5 
them a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and . 


ſorrow of mind, and ſend a faintneſs into their 


hearts in the land of their enemies; ſo that the 


found of a ſhaken leaf ſhovid- chaſe them.” * 


The 
7 Deut. 28. 253 Lev. 26. 333 Deut. 4.273 Deut, 28, 


5 ; 6 Deut. 28. 575 Deut. 28, 655 Lev. 26. 36. 


ff the Ch in Revelation. = 4 
The PI things are continually predicted. 


_ through alkthe.following prophets: That G0 
would diſperſe them through the countries of | 
the heathen; that. he would ſiſt them among all 
| nations, like.as corn is ſifted in a ſieve; that!! in 


all the kingdoms of the earth, whither they ; 


5 ſhould be driven, they ſhould be.a reproach. and ; 


a proyerb, a taunt and a curſe, and an aftoniſh- | 


7 ment and E hiſkng ; 5 and that they ſhould abide : 
many days without a king, and without a pr ince, 


and Whhaur u. facr ifce, and without an image, . | 


5 and without an - ephod, and Without tera- 
* 73 * | 


Hay: any thing like this in the time of: Moſes | 
or of the Prophets, ever happened to any nation,. : 


in the world? Or was there in nature any 


probability that any ſuch thing ſhould ever hap- 


pen 


18.; Hoſea, 3. 4. , 5 oY Ei | os | 
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pen to any people? That when they were con- 
4 quered by their enemies, and led into captivity, 
: they ſhould neither continue in the place of their 
” captivity, nor be ſwallowed up and loſt among 
| their conquerors, but be ſcattered : among all the 
nations of the world, and hated and perſecuted 
dy all nations for many ages, and yet continue a 
| diſtin people? Or could any deſcription of the 


Jews, written at this day, be a more exact and 


7 lively picture of the ſtate they have now been 
| in for many ages, than theſe propheric deſerip· | 

| tions, eſpecially that of "Moſes, given more - 
5 than 3-000 years ago? Ek e 


| : = Clarke's n 6: ark 277» 5 
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PROPOSITION | v. 


* CHARACTER or nnter, AS REPRE- 


SENTED IN THE GOSPELS, AFFORDS VERY 
STRONG GROUND | rox BELIEVING THAT 
HE WAS A | DIVINE PERSON, | 


be r > : * 2 : & 


22 


. WHOEVER cuts with attention the 5 
0 E of our bleſſed Lord, as it may be 
collected from the various incidents and actions ; 
: 5 of his life (for there are no laboured deſcriptions 


of i it, no encomiums upon it, by his own diſci- | 


: ples) will ſoon diſcover that it was, in z every | 5 


reſpect, the moſt perfect that ever was made 

known to mankind. If we only ſay of him 
what even Pilate ſaid of him, and what his bit- 
tereſt enemies cannot and do not deny, that we 


can find no fault in him, and that the whole tenor 


of his life was entirely blameleſs throughout, 1 
7 this 


* «ans ies > rp 


44 On the Truth and Divine Origin 


this is more than can be ſaid of any other per- 
fon that ever came into the world. But this is . 


going a very little way indeed. in the excellence N 


. of his character. He was not only free from 

5 every failing, but poſſeſſed. and practiſed every 

| imaginable virtue, Towards his heavenly fas 
ther he expreſſed the moſt ardent love, the moſt 
| fervent yet rational devotion, and diſplayed i in- 
his whole conduct the moſt abſolute reſignation 

E to his will and obedience to his commands. His 5 


manners were gentle, mild, condeſcending S and - 


5 gracious: his heart overflowed with kindoeſs,. 
_ compaſſion, and tenderneſs to the whole human 
race. The great employment of his liſe was : 
to do good to the bodies and. fouls of men. In 
U this all his thoughts and all his. time were con- 
ſtandy and almoſt inceſſantly occypied, He went 
n diſpenſing his bleſſings to all around him i in 


a thouſand different ways; healing diſeaſes, re- 


beug infirmities, correcting errors, removing 


bprcjudices, 
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. prejudices, promoting : piety, juſtice, charity, 
peace, harmony, among men, and crowd- 
5 ing into the narrow compaſs of his miniſtry 
more acts of merey and compaſſion than 
. the longeſt life of the moſt: benevolent man 
upon earch ever yet. produced. Over his own. 
. paſſions . he had obtained the moſt complete 
command; and though his patience was conti- ; 
2 -mually put to the ſevereſt trials, yet he was ne- 
cver once. overcome, never once betrayed into ; 
: anyMntemperance or exceſs in word or deed, 
3 never once fpake unadviſedly with his lips. 35 
. He endured the cruelleſt inſults from his ene- 5 
mies with the utmoſt compoſure, meekneſs, pa- 
tience, a and reſignation; diſplayed the moſt aſto- | 
niſhing fortitude under a moſt painful and igno- 
-minions death; ; and, to crown all, in tlie very 
midſt of his torments on the crofs, implored for- 
 giveneſs for his murderers in that divinely cha. 
ritable prayer, “ Father, 2 them, for "oy 
2 know not what. Wy do.” 


Non 
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, No on was his wiſdom inferior to his virtues. 
5 The docu ines he taught were the moſt ſublime 


and the moſt important that were ever before 


delivered to mankind, and every way worthy 
5 of that God, from whom he profeſſed to derive 
| them, and whoſe ſon he declared himſelf to be. 


_ Haz procepts jnculcannd the pureſt e moſt : 
| perſeRt morality; his diſcourſes were full of 


| dignity and wiſdom, yet intelligible and clear; 


his parables conveyed inſtruction i in the moſt 
5 pleaſing, familiar, and impreſſive manner; and 


his anſwers to the many inſidious queſtions that 


: | N were put to him, ſhewed uncommon quickneſs f 
of conception, ſoundneſs of judgment, and pre- 5 
ſence of mind, completely baffled all the arti- | 

| fices and malice of his enemies, and enabled 
him to elude all the ſnares that were laid for 


: him. It appears then, even from this ſhort and 
| imperfe&t ſketch of our Saviour's character, that 
he was , compariſon, the wijſeſt and moſt : 


virtuous 


> ns. end PTS 
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virtuous perſon chat ever appeared; | and even 

his bittereſt enemies allow that he was ſo. If, 

chen, he was confeſſedly ſo great and ſo good a 
man, it unavoidably follows that he muſt be, 


what he: pretended to be, a divine perſon, and 


of courſe his religion alſo muſt be divine; for : 
he certainly laid claim to a divine original. He 
aſſerted, that he was the ſon of God; that he and 8 
N his religion came from heaven; and that he had 5 
che power of working miracles. If this was 
not the caſe, he muſt, in a matter of infinite 
importance, have aſſerted what had no ſoundq- 
tion in truth. But is ſuch a ſuppoſition as chis = 
” in the ſmalleſt degree credible ? ls it probable, : 
is it conceivable, is it conſiſtent with the gene- 
ral conduct of man, is it reconcileable with the 
acknowledged character of our Lord, to ſup- 


poſe, that any ching but truth could praceed 


from him whom his very enemies allow to have | 
been in every reſpect (and of courſe in point of 
: _—_— the-deſt and moſt virtuous of men ? 5 


Was 
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would he repughditec the cleareſt principles of 
morafty, and moſt fatal in their confequences to 
thoſe he loved beſt, His folld wers art * 
Is it poſſible, that the pure, the wpright, the pions, 
the devout; the meek, the gentle, thehumane, the 
» mereiful Jefus, could. engage miſtitudes of inno- 
cent and virtuous people in the belief and faps X 
port of a religion which he knew muſt draw on 
them perſecution, miſery - and death, unleſs he 
had been authorized: by God himſelf to eftabliſh 
that religion; and unleſs he was conſcious that ” 
. he poſſeſſed the power of amply recompenſing 
thoſe who preferred his religion to every other 
5 conſideration? The common ſenſe and common 5 
Feelings of mankind muſt revolt * * a Sa 


5: 405% $4:? 


poſtarous i idea, 
Ir 


of tirks as he AY aſſertionis, which, if untrue, - 
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Is fills, then, that Chrif was, in truth, 
a2 divine teacher, and his religion che gift of | 


5 God. 


PROPOSITION VL 


i Tis SUBLIMITY. or OUR LORD) 8 | Doc- 
| TRINES AND THE PURITY or HIS MoRAL 
PRECEPTS, CONFIRM THE BELIEF. or HIS» 


THERE is no where to be found duch 
important information, and ſuch juſt and noble 
ſentiments concerning God and Religion, as in 


the Scriptures of the N ew Teſtament. 


Tax doch us, in the firſt place, that there | 
is one Almighty Being, who created all things, 


3 of 


50 On the Truth and Divine Origin 
of infinite power, wiſdom, juſtice, mercy, good- 
| neſs; that he is the governor and preſerver of | 
| this world, which he has made; that his provi- 
5 dential care is over all his works; and that he 
more particularly regards the affairs and con- 
| duct of men. They teach us, that we are to 
worſhip this great Being in ſpirit and i in truth "© 
and that the love of him is the firſt and great 
5 commandment, che ſource and ſpring | of all vir- 
tue. They teach us, more particularly, how to 
pray to him, and for that purpoſe ſupply us with 5 
a form of prayer, called the Lord's Prayer, | 
. which! is a model of calm and rational devo- 
| tion, and which, for 1 its conciſeneſs, i its clearneſs, 
its ſuitableneſs to every condition, and for the 
weight, fotemnity; and real importance of its E 
petitions, is without an equal or a rival. TM They 5 
| teach us, moreover, what we all feel to be true, 
that the human heart i is weak and corrupt ; that 


man 


, Paley. 
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man is fallen from his original innocence; that 
he is reſtored, however, to the fayour of God, 
and the capacity « of happineſs, by the death and 
mediation and atonement of Chriſt, who i is the 
way, the truth, and the life; and that he will be : 
= aſſiſted in his ſincere, though imperfect, endea- 
yours after holinefs, by the influence of God's ” 


ö * ſpirit. 


Try aſſure us, in fine, that the foul. does | 
not periſh. with the body, but ſhall paſs, after 
death, into another world; that all mankind 
ſhall riſe from the grave, and ſtand before the — 
| judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, who thall reward the 
virtuous, and puviſh the wicked, in a future and 
eternal ſtate of exiſtence, according to their 


deſerts. 


Tursx are great, and intereſting, and mo- 
: mentous truths, either wholly unknown, or but 95 
very pere known to the world before; ; 


2 | and 
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and "ou render 4. Weigelt peaſant in this 
country better acquainted with the nature of ; 
the Supreme Being, and the relation in which 
we ſtand to him, than were > any of the e greateſt 55 


ſages« of antient times. / 


Ee ALLY excellent, and ſuperior ws al ator 


rules of lite, are the m_ precepts of the Goſpel. 


9 divine Maſter, i in the firſt plans; laid F 
down two gr eat leading principles for our con- 
7 duct, love to God, and love to mankind; and 
thence deduced (as occaſions offered, and i inci- 

dents occurred, which gave peculiar force and 


energy to his inſtructions) all the principal duties 6 


: towards God, « our neighbour, _ ourſelves. 


Wirn reſpect to God, we are > commanded to 


love, fear, worſhip, and obey him; to ſet him 


always before us; to do all things to his glory; 


to eck firſt his kingdom and his righteouſneſs; to 
reſign 5 
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reſign ourſelves wholly to his pleaſure, and fob- . 
mit, with patience, cheerfulneſs, and reſignation, 


to every thing he thinks fit to bring upon us. 


a 


WrIn regard to our - neighbour, we are to 


exerciſe towards him the duties of charity, 


| juſtice, equity, and truth ; we are to love him 


as ourſelves, and to do unto all men as we 


would they ſhovld do unto us; 3 a moſt admira- 


. ble rule, which comprehends the ſum and ſub- 


Nance of all ſocial virtue, and which no man 
1 can | miſtake. - 


As to thoſe duties which concern ourſelves, 


we are commanded to keep ourſelves unſpotted | 
| from the world, to be temperate in all things, to 
keep under our body, and bring it into ſubjec- 
tion, to preſerve an abſolute communal” over all : 
our paſſions, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and _ 
| 80% in this e world. 
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Tur SE are the gener: al directions given for 


our conduct i in the various ſituations and rela- 


tions of life. More particular injunctions are 
given in various parts of Scripture, eſpecially 
in our Saviour's admirable ſermon from the 

. mount, where we find a multitude of moſt ex- 
cellent rules of life, ſhort, ſententious, ſolemn | 


and important, full of wiſdom and dignity,” \ yet 


intelligible and clear. But the principal excel 


lence of the goſpel morality, and that which 7 
gives it an infinite ſuperiority over all other 
moral instructions, 18 this ; that it prefers a 
meek, yielding, complying a forgiving temper, to 
that violent, overbearing, inflexible, imperious 
_ diſpoſition, which prevails ſo much in the 
world ; that it regulates not merely our actions, a 

; but our affections and our inclinations; and 
places the check to licentiouſneſs exactly where 


it ought to be, that | 18, on the heart; that it for- 


| bids us to cov et the praiſe of men in our de- 


| votions, | 


y 
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votions, our alms, and all: our other virtues ; "E 
| that it gives leading rules and principles for all 
8 the relative duties of life : of huſbands and 
Wives, of parents and children, of maſters and 5 
ſervants, of Chriſtian. teachers and their diſci- 
ples, of governors and ſubjects, that it commands 
2 to be, as it were, lights in the world, and 
examples of good. to all; to injure no man, but 
to bear injuries patiently ; never to ſeek re- 
venge, but return good for evil: to love our 
very enemies, and to forgive others as we hope 4] 
to be forgiven; to raiſe our thoughts and VIEWS 
5 above the preſent life, and to fix our affections 55 


Y principally on that which! is to come. 


Bor 1 all hit. the manner in which 


our Lord delivered all bis doctrines and all 5 
his precepts ; the conciſe, ſententious, ſolemn, 


| weighty maxims into which he generally com- 


prefſed them; the e ealy, familiar, natural, pa- 


4 „ thetle | 
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7 thetic parables in which be fornetimen Goebel ; 
them ; ; that divine authority, and thoſe awful 
fanQions with which he enforced them; theſe 

circumſtances. give a weight, and dignity, and 


N importance to the precepts of Holy W rit, which | 


| no other 1 mor ral rules can boaſt, 


1 F now we aſk, as it is very natural to aſk, . 
| who that extracrdinary perſon could be, that 
7 was the author o ſuch vncommonly excellent 


morality as this? the anſwer is, that he was, 


15 to all outward appearance, the reputed ſon of a 


: carpenter, living with his father and mother in 


2 remote and obſcure corner of the world, till 


the time that he aſſumed his public character. | 


40 Whence chen, had this man theſe things, 


and what wiſdom is this that was given unto 
him; He had evidently none of the uſual | 
means or opportunities of cultivating his un- 
derſtanding or improving lis mind. He was 


born | 


| 
| 
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born in a 15 and indigent condition, without 
f education, without learning, without any antient 
ſtores from whence to draw his wiſdom and his 
- morality, that were at all likely to fall into his | 
| Hands. You may, perhaps, in ſome of the *V F | j 
Greek or Roman writers, pick out a few of his 1 


' precepts, or ſomething like them. But what 5 


does this avail ? Thoſe writers he had never. 
read... He bad never ſtudied | at Athens or 
at Rome; he had no knowledge of orators 
or philoſophers. He underſtood, probably, no 
language but his own, and had nothing to give 
him juſter notions of virtue and religion than 
the reſt of his countrymen and perſons in his 
humble rank of life vſually bad. His fellow- 
7 | labourers in this undertaking, the perſons who 5 
j aſſiſted him during his life, and into whoſe 
hands his religion came after his death, were . 
} a few fiſhermen on the Lake of Tiberias, as 
unlearned and uneducated, and, for the purpoſe : 
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of framing rules of morality, as unpromiſing 


as himſelf. Is i Ty poſlible, then, that ſuch men 


as theſe could, without any aſſiſtance whatever, 


produce ſuch perfect and incomparable rules : 
; of life as thoſe of the goſpel ; fo greatly ſupe- | 
rior in purity, ſolidity, perſpicuity, and univer- : 
fal uſefulneſs, to all the moral leſſons of all tha: : 
philoſophers upon earth. put together ? Every 
man of common ſenſe muſt ſee that this 1 is ab- . 
ſolutely impoſſible; and that chere is no other 
conceivable 1 way of accounting for this, than 
by admitting what theſe perſons conſtantly 
affirmed, that their doQtines and their precepts | 


came from the fountain of all perfection, that : 


iS from God himſelf. 
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PROPOSITION VII 


5 Tar RAPID AND SUCCESSFUL nora 
| TION oF. THE. GOSPEL BY THE FIRST 
TEACHERS | or 17, THROUGH A LARGE 
| PART OF THE WORLD, Is A PROOF THAT | 

. THEY WERE FAVOURED WITH DIVINE 


ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT. 


F 


WE. find in the Acts of the Apoſtles, and 


: m their Epiſtles, that the number of converts 
to the Chriſtian Religion began to encreaſe 


confiderably, almoſt immediately after our Sa- | 


viour's aſcenſion, and continued encreaſing to 


an aſtoniſhing degree through every age till the 
final eftabliſhment of Chriſtianity by Con- 
ſtantine. The firſt aff Tembly which we iert 
With of Chriſt's diſciples, and that a few days 


after his removal from the world, conſiſted 


6 "of 
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: of 120.* About a week ter this, 30⁰⁰0 were 
added in one day +; and the number of Chriſ- 
tians publickly baptized, and publickly aſſoci- 
ating together, were very ſoon encreaſed to 
5000. 1 In A few 88 after this, the con- | 
: verts were deſcribed as encreaſing in great 
numbers, in great multitudes, and even in 
myriads, tens of thouſands $ : and multi- 
| tudes both of men and women continued to 
2 be added daily; ſo that within about thirty years 
after our Lord' 8 death, the goſpel was ſpread, 5 
not only throughout almoſt all parts of the 


Roman Empire, but even to Parthia and India. 


It appears from che Epiſtles written to ſeveral 


churches by the Apoſtles, that there were large 
5 congregations of Chriſtians, both at Rome and 


im all the principal cities of Greece and Aſia. 


This account is confirmed by contemporary 


Roman Hiſtorians: and Pliny, about eighty 


Ads i. 15. + Ads ii. 471. 
1 Atts iv. + S Acts xxi, 20. 


years 
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years aber the Aﬀcenſion, complains that this 
ſaperſtition*, as he calls it, had ſeized not cities 
only, but the leſſer towns alſo, and the open 
country ; ; that the Pagan temples were almoſt 
: deſerted, the ſacred ſolemnities ſuſpended, and 
ſcarce any purchaſers to be found for the vic- 
tims. About twenty years after this, Juſtin 
Martyr, a Chriſtian writer, declares, that there 
_ nation of men, whether Greeks or 
| barbarians, not excepting even thoſe ſavages 
that wandered | in clans from one region to an- | 
other, and had no fixed habitation, who had not 
learned to offer prayers and thankſgivings 0 : 
"the F ather and Maker of all, in the name of 5 
Jeſus, who was crucified. And thus the 


Church of Chriſt went on encreaſing more 


and more, till, under Conſtantine, the empire 
became Chriſtian; at which time there is every 


reaſon 


Fhe very name by which modern Pagans, as well as 
their predeceſſors, the antient Hanne, deſeribe the 
Chriſtian Religion. 


"i 
; 
b] 
+ 
* 
7 
* 
bd 
2 
A 
4 
9 
5 
4 
4 
4 
bed 
»» 


* Ste —— WO ator eter bins 


__ Age rn” x Er 4 4 
* 


reaſon to believe that the Chriſtians were more 


numerous and more powerful than the Pagans. . 


In what manner, now, can we account for 
this wonderful and une xampled progreſs. of the 4 
Chr iſtian e . 


Is this religion had ſet out with flattering | 
: the corrupt paſſions of mankind, and held up to 
them the proſpect of power, wealth, rank, or 
5 pleaſure, as the rewards of their converſion; > if 
it had ſoothed their vices, humoured their 

| prejudices, and encouraged their antient ſuper- 


Kitions ; - if the perſons who taught it had been 


men of brilliant talents, or commanding elo- 


quence; if they had firſt propoſed it in times 
of darkneſs and ignorance, and among ſavage 
and barbarous nations; if they had been ſe- 
conded by all the influence and authority of the 
great potentates of the earth, or ' propagated their 
; doctrines 
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doctrines at the head of a viftorious army, one 
might have ſeen ſome reaſon for their extra- 


a ordinary ſucceſs, 


Bur it is well kpoven that the very reverſe 
of all this was the real truth of the caſe. It is 
well known, that the firſt preachers of the 
8 oſpel declared open war againſt all the follies, 
the vices, the intereſts, the! inveterate prejudices, 
and favourite ſuperſtitions of the world; ; that 
they were (wich few exceptions) men of no 
abilities, 1 no learning, no artificial rhetoric or 
powers of perſuaſion ; that their doctrines 
were promulgated i in an enlightened age, and 
to the moſt poliſhed nations, and had all the 
wit and learning, and eloquence and philoſophy | 
of che World to contend wth: and that, in- 


ſtead of being aided by the authority and in- 


fluence of the civil powers, they were oppoſed, 


and harayed, and perſecured by them, even to 


T : 


B te i ne SS. 


* 
. 
% ” 
2 
* 
6 A 
5 
; i 
- 
: 1 4 
' 74 
YL z 
; 3 
4 7 4 
4 ** > 
' 
4 
# + = 
5.8 
y i 11 
+ FB 
2 A A 
+ FR 
1 F 
s 7 8 
1 'f 
; 
OY 
1 % 
J 1 
; 4 
of 
$ 
ry 


c 


WA... 
> 


— ** 


es > tear _ . 


* 
— — 


64 On the Truth and Divine Origin 
death, with the moſt unrelenting cruelty ; and 
all thoſe who embraced their doctrines were 


_ expoſed to the ſame hardſhips and ſufferings. 


- bs. it now credible, that, under theſe circum- 
ſtances, twelve poor illiterate fiſhermen of Ga- : 

lee ſhould be able, merely by their own na- 

tural powers, to ſpread their new religion i in fo 

| ſhort a ſpace, over ſo large a part of the then 

| known world, without any aſſiſtance or co- 
: operation from any quarter whatever ? Did 
= any thing of the kind eyer happen i in the world, j 
: beſore or ſince? It is plainly unprecedented : 
5 and impoſſible. | As, therefore, all Auman means 
Y of ſucceſs were againſt them, what elſe but for 
pernatur al means were left for them? It i is clear 
almoſt to demonſtration, that they muſt have 

been endowed with thoſe miraculous powers, 

and fayoured with that divine affiſtance to 
which they pretended, and which of courſe 


proved them to be the meſſengers of Heaven, 


3 


of the . 


PROPOSITION VIII. 


A COMPARISON BETWEEN CHRIST AND 
MAHOMET, AND THEIR RESPECTIVE RE- 
LIGIONS, LEAD VS To. CONCLUDE, THAT. 


AS THE RELIGION oF THE LATTER 18 


CONFESSEDLY THE INVENTION or MAN, 7 


THAT OF THE FORMER 1s DERIVED FROM = 


60D. 


THERE i is a . in the world, called 


| the Mahometan, which is profeſſed in one part 
; of Europe, and moſt parts of Aſia and Africa. 
The founder of this religion, Mahomet, pre- 
1 85 tended to be a prophet ſent from God; but it is 


univerſally allowed, by all who are not Maho- 


| metans, and who have ſearched very carefully | 
into the pretenſions of this teacher, that he was 


an enthuſiaſt and an impoſtor, and that his re- 


ligion was a contrivance of his OWN. Even 


5 thoſe 
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thoſe perſons wha reject Cluiſtianity, do not 
think Mahometaniſm to be true; nor do we 
ever hear of a Deiſt embracing it from con- 


Viction. OT 


Hen, then, we have tworeligions co-exiſting 
| together in the world, and both pretending to be 
revelations from Heaven ; one of theſe we know 
to be a fraud, the other we affirm and believe 
- to be true. If this be fo, upon comparing them 
1 5 and their authors together, we may expect to 
5 find a moſt marked and eſſential difference be- 15 
| tween them, ſuch a difference as may naturally i 
be ſuppoſed to exiſt between an impoſtor and * 
divine teacher, between truth and falſchood. | 
: And this, I apprehend, wall appear to be actually 5 
the caſe with reſpect to Chriſt and Mahomet, 


0 and their reſpective religions. 


5 N AHOMET was a man of conſiderable rank 


| of the Criſtian Revelation. © 6 


in | bis own country ; þ he was the grandſon of a 


man of the moſt powerful and honourable fax 


mil; y in Mecca, and, though not born to 21 great 


. fortune, he ſoo acquired one by marriage. 


1 heſe circumſtances would of themſelves, with- 


out any ſupernatural aſſiſtance, greatly contri- 
bute to the ſucceſs of his religion. A perſon con- 
bebe by Bis wealth, of high deſcent, i and 
nearly allied to the chiefs of his country, taking 


upon himſelf the character of a religious teacher 


in an age of 1 ignorance and barbariſm, could not 22 


| fail of attracting attention and follower 6.5 


CuxlsT did not polleſs theſe advantages of : 


| 5 and wealth, and powerful connections. He 
was born of parents in a very mean condition 
. of life. His relations and fr iends were all in 
the ſame humble ſituation; he was bred up in | 
poverty, and continued in it all his life, having 


fre equently 1 no place where he could lay his 


head, Ar man fo circumſlanced was not likely, * 


by 


| 1 7. 


3 0. the Truth and Divine Origin 


| by his own | perfonal influence, to force a new 


- reli gion, much = a falſe one, Toon the world. 


; Ma HOMET 1 90 b himſelf in the groſſeſt 5 


pleaſures. He perpetually tranſgreſſed even thoſe 
licentious rules which he had preſcribed to him 
; ſelf. He made uſe of the power he had ac- 
f quired, to gratify his paſſions without control, 
and he laid claim to a ſpecial permiſſion from 
8 heaven. to riot in | the one unlimited | ſenſu 


JI 8 vs, on on the — preſerved through= | 


out life the moſt unblemiſhed purity and fanc- 
tity of manners. He. did no fin, but was per- i 
fectiy holy and undefiled. Not the leaſt lain | 
was ever thrown on his moral character by hit 1 
4 bittereſt enemies. 


Manoxer x was violent, impetuous, and an. 


Custer 


of the n, Revelation. = 


Cntr was meek, gentle, benevolent, and 


: merciful, 


MAnoMET pretended to have ſecret com- 


| munications with God, and with the angel 


; Gabriel, which no other perſon ever a or 


heard. 


IJꝛxsus v was repeatedly declared to by the Son 47 
: of God by voices from heaven, which were 
plainly and yh heard and recorded Why 


: others. 


"Pins; appearance of Mahomet was not fore- fo 
: told by any antient prophecies, nor Was there 1 5 


at the time any expectation of ſuch a perſon i in 7 


: that part of the world. 


Tux appearance of Chriſt upon 0 was 4 
clearly and repeatedly predicted by ſeveral an- 
| tient prophecies, which moſt evidently applied to 
him and to no other ; and which were in the 
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| keeping of thoſe who were profeſſed enemies to | 


| him and his religion. And there was at the 


time of his birth a gencral expectati n over all : 


che Eaſt, that ſome great and extraordinary 
| perſonage would then manifeſt himſelf to the : 


| world. 


Manu never profumed to foretel any 


e events, ior this plain reaſon, becauſe he | 
could not foreſee them; and had ae foretold any 
5 thing whic h did not come to paſs, 1 it muſt have : 


1 entirely ruined his credit with his followers. 


| Currier forctold many things which did | 


aQually come to pats, particularly his own . 
death and reſurrection, and the defiruQtion of | 


J Jeruſalem. : 


MONZA never pretended to work mi- 


racles; on the contrary, he expreſsly diſ— 


| claimed any ſuch power, and makes ſeveral 


 kboured - 


of the Chriftian Revelation. 55 


. laboured and awkward apologies for not t poſſe 5 
| fing | it. 1 

ö Irsus, we all know, wo: ked e | 

ber of the moſt aſtonithiug miracles the open 

face of Yay, and 1 in the ſight of grea Fr ivtudes 

of people. He maie the deaf to hcar, the 
dumb to ſpeak, the lame to Walk. the blind to 5 


ſee, and even the dead to riſe from the grave. : 


| Manoner, during the firſt twelve years of” 
: tis miſſion, made uſe only of argument and per- 
ſuaſion, and i in conſequence of chat gained very -. 
few converts. In three years he made only 5 
fourteen proſelyres, and i in ſeven only. eighty- | 
| threer men and eighteen women. | 
I the ſame ſpace of time our Saviour and 
lis apoſtles converted thouſands and tens of 
: thouſands, and ſpread the Chriftian religion 
over a great part of Alia. 5 
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Manonzt told the Jews, the Chriſtians, 


5 and the Arabs, chat he taught no other religion . 

than chat which was originally taught to their 

. forefathers, by Abraham, Iſmael, Moſes, and 
1 Jeſus. This would naturally prejudicy, them | in 


favour of his religion. 5 


Cnxklsr preached a religion which lirely | 


; oppoſed the moſt favourite opinions and pr eju- 
dlces of the Jews, and ſubverted, from the ver y p 
| foundation, the whole 49 ſtem of Pagan fup erſti- 


8 | tion, 


- Manonur 33 court to the peculiar weak- 


neſſes and propenſities of his diſciples. In that 
warm climate, where all the paſſions are ardent F 
and violent, he allowed them a liberal indul- 
gence in ſenſual gratifications: no leſs than four 
Wives to each of his followers, with the uberty 8 


29 Koran . 4. 7. 42. Id. 6 . P+ 41. 


of the Chr ax Ent. n 


Is the ſame climate, and among n men of the 
' fame ſtrong paſſions, Jeſus moſt peremptorily 
reſtrained all his followers from adultery, forni- i 
cation, and every kind of impurity. He con- 
Fned them to one wife, and forbade divorce, 
except for adultery only. But what was Rill 
more, he required them 'to govern their eyes 
and their thoughts, and to check the very firſt 
riſing of any criminal defire in the ſoul. He : 
told them, that whoever looked upon a wo- 
man, to luſt after her, had committed adultery 
| with her already in his heart; ; and he aſſured 
: them, that none but the pure in heart ſhould ſee 
God. He declared open war, in ſhort, againſt 
all the criminal paſſions, and evil inclinations 5 


of mankind, and expreſcly required all his fol- 


lowers to renounce thoſe favourite fins that did FT 


moſt caſily beſet them; nay, even to leave fa- 
ther, mother, brethren, ſiſters, houſes, lands, 
Fs and every thing that was moſt dear to them, = 


and take up their croſs and follow him. 
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74 bn On the Truth and Divine Origin | 
Wir H the fame view above mentioned of 
15 bribing men to embrace his religion, Mahomet TY 

: promiſed. to reward his followers with the de- 

lights of a moſt voluptuous paradiſe, where the 
objects of their affection were to be almoſt i innu- 


merable, and all of them owe with tranſcen- : 
5 dent beauty and eternal youth.“ : 


| Cuntsr entirety precluded his diſciples FINS | 
all hopes of ſenſual indulgences hereafter, af- 
ſuring them that i in heaven they ſhould neither 
marry nor be given in marriage, and promiſing 
5 them nothing but pure, celeſtial, ſpiritual j Joys, 
| ſuch as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 


: the heart of. man conceived. | 


"> | BE 8 IDES the powerful attractions of ſenſual : 
delights, Mahomet had another till more effica- | 

4 cious mode of producing conviction, and gain- 
ing proſelytes; and that was, force, violence, 


and 


— a Koran, c. 56. p. 41 3. 


” the Chr iar Revelation. „ 7 5 


= 


5 and cords. He propagated his religion by the 
ſword; and, till he made uſe of that inftrument 
of converſion, the number of his proſelytes was 
a mere nothing. He was at once a prophet, a a 
| warrior, a general, and a conqueror. It was 
at the head of his armies that he preached the 
5 Koran. His religion and his conqueſts went on 
together; and the former never advanced one 
ſtep without the latter. He commanded in 
perſon i in eight general engagements, and un- 
dertook, by himſelf and his lieutenants, in 
military enterprizes. Death or converſion was 


: the only choice offered to idolaters, and wibute 


or + converſion to Jews and Chriſtians, 


Te SU 8 employed no other means of convert- 8 


ing men to his religion, but perſuaſion, argu- 

ment, exhortation, miracles, and prophecies. | 
He made uſe of no other force but the force of 
truth; no other ſword but che word of the 
5 aa chat * the word of God. He had no 


2 | arms, 
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arms, no legions to fight his. cauſe. | He was 
the prince of peace, and preached peace to all 
| the world. Without power, without ſupport, 
: without any followers but twelve poor hum- 
ble men, without one circumſtance of attrac- | 
: tion, influence, or compulſion, he triumph- 
ed. over the prejudices, the learning, the reli- 

gion of his country; | over the antient rites, 


idolatry, and ſuperſtition, | over the philoſophy, 


wiſdom, and -anthorky of the whole Roman : 


ani 


Tur gre cat object of Mahomet was to make 


huis followers ſoldiers, and to inſpire them with a 

_ paſſion for violence, bloodſhed, vengeance, and | 
perſecution. He Was continually exhorting 
1 them to fight for the religion of God; and, to 
encourage them to do ſo, he promiſed them the 
higheſt honours, and the richeſt rewar ds, i in pa- 
radiſe. oy They who have ſuffered for my | 
© ſake, and bave been lain in | battle, verily * 


5 6 1 . 


. the our, Revelation . 77 


wilt enpiate their evil deeds from chem, and 
I will ſurely bring them into a garden Wa- 


tered by rivers, a reward from God, and with 


God i is moſt excellent reward. 7 This duty a © 


_ warring againſt infidels is frequently inculcated 
in the Koran, and highly magnified by the Ma- 
homedan divines, who call the ſword the hey of 

. heaven and hell, and perſuade their people that 
 theleaſt drop of blood ſpilt in the way of God, 

; as it is called, is moſt acceptable unto him; and 
| that the defending the territories of the Moſlems 
for one night, is of more avail chan a faſt of 

| two months, + K is eaſy to ſee to what a de- 

: gree of fierceneſs this muſt raiſe all the furious 

vindictive paſſions « of the ſoul, and what a horde 
E of ſavages and barbarians it muſt let looſe upon 
mankind, 

Tux directions of Chriſt to his diſciples . 
were of a different temper. He poſitively for- 
7 Ns a „ T2 bade 
Koran, ch. 3. p. 91. and c. 9. p. 242 
+ Sale's Prelim. Diff, ſ. 1 1. p. 189. 

E 3 
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backe hem the uſe of any violence whatever. 
The ſword that was drawn by one of them in 
his defence he ordered to be ſheathed : . Put 
up thy ſword within the ſheath ; they that uſe 
the ſword ſhall periſh by the ſword .”* He 
would not conſent to bring down fire from 
Heaven on the Samaritans, who had refuſed wo 
receive him: 20 * The Son of man,” he told 
vo them, 10 came not to deſtroy men's lives, but 
to ſave them. Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give unto vou. Do violence to no man; 
reſiſt not evil. Be ye merciful, even as your 
Father in Heaven is merciful. Bleſſed are the 
merciful, for ey thall obtain merey - A * wy 


Tur conſequenee was, that the firſ fol- 


; lowers of Mahomet were men of cruelty and 


violence, " by r #pine, murder, and plunder. 


The ; h 


® Matth, xxvi, 52 ; 1 xviii, 11. : 
"4. Luke, i ix. 56; John xiv. 27; j Lake, i me 143 Marth i 


i v. 393 Luke vi. 36; Nau. v. 7. 


F the Chriſtian Revelation. ; 8 
The firſt followers of Jeſus were men of meek, 
quiet, inoffenſive, peaceable manners, —. in 


5 their morals irreproachable and | exemplary. | 


1 F now, after comparing « tenths the aukhors ; 
of the two religions we have been conſidering, 
we take a ſhort view of the ſacred books of 
thoſe religions, the Koran and the Goſpel, we = 
ſhall find a difference no leſs ſtriking between 

| them; no leſs ſtrongly marking the truth ol the 
; the one and the falſchood of the other. TY 


- Chin Kimi 18 highly 3 hook by = 
2 Mahomet himſelf and his followers, for the ex- 
quilite beauty, purity, and elegance of the 

language, which they repreſent as a ſtanding 

miracle, greater than even that of raiſing the 
dead. But admitting its excellence (which yet 
has been queſtioned by ſeveral learned men) 
if beauty of cad and compoſition i is to be con- 
5 ® 8 So ſidered 


80 8 O the 7 ruth and Divin 07 T 


: fidered as a a proof of divine inſpiration, the . 
5 writings of Plato and Xenophon, of Cicero and 
Cæſar, and a multitude of other inimitable 
Vriters in various languages, will have as juſt 
2 claim to a miraculous origin as the Koran. 
But in truth, theſe graces of dition, ſo far 


. ſrom being a circumſtance favourable to the 


1 Koran, create a ſtrong ſuſpicion of its being a 


: human fabrication, calculated to charm and 5 
. captivate men by the arts of rhetoric and the 
faſcination of words, and thus draw off their 
attention from the futility of its matter, and the 
weakneſs of its pretenſions. Theſe are the ar- 
 tifices of fraud and falſchood, The Goſpel 5 
wants them not. It diſdains the aid of human 
eloquence, and depends ſolely on the force of 
7 truth and the power of God for its ſucceſs, 
« I came not (as St. Paul ſublimely expreſſes 
- himſelf) with excellency of ſpeech, nor with 
15 the enticing words of man's wiſdom, but i in de- 


| monſtration of the ſpirit and of power, that | 


your 
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5 your faith might not ſtand i in the wiſdom of 55 


men, but i in er e of God. ” 


Bor, whatever may be the purity of the lan- 
guage, the matter and ſubſtance of the Koran 5 
cannot bear a moment 8 compariſon with that 
of the Goſpel. The narrative is dull; heavy, 
monotonous, unintereſting ; loaded with endleſs ; 

repetitions, with ſenſeleſs and prepoſterous fa- 

; bles, with trivial, diſguſting, and even immoral | 

5 precepts. Add to this, that it has very little 

| novelty or originality to recommend it, the moſt | 
material parts of it being borrowed from the 

Scriptures of the Old Teſtament or the New; 

and even theſe are ſo diſguiſed and deformed by 
| paſſing through the hands of the impoſtor (who 

vitiates and debaſes every thing he touches), 
- that you can hardly know them to be the ſame R 
incidents c or tranſactions that you read with ſo 

. much delight in | the Bible. 


* 1 Cox. i, T, + 5. 
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Tax Goſpel, on the contrary, is every where 

| eonciſe, ſimple, original, animated, intereſting, 
dignified; its precepts important, its morality 5 

7 perfect, its ſentiments ſublime, its views noble 


and comprehenſive, its ſanctions awful. 


| In the Koran, Mahomet is perpetually boaſt- 
ing of THY own merits and atchievements, | and | 
the ſupreme excellence of his book. In the 
| Goſpel no encomiums are beſtowed by the 
 Evangeliſts, either on themſelves or their writ- 5 
5 ings. Even the virtues of their divine Maſter 
are not diſtinctly ſpecified, of brought forward 


into a conſpicuous point of view. It is from 


his actions only, and his diſcourſes, not from by 
| the obſervations of his hiſtorians, that we can 
collect the various tranſcendent excellencies of 
his character. Here we plainly fee the ſober 

| modeſty of truth oppoſed to the denise 


\ wn of im poſture, 


Ti 


of the Chriſtian Revelation. 83 


In the deſcription of future rewards and pu- 
niſhments, the Koran is minute, cireumſtantial, 

and extravagant, both in painting the horrors 
of the one and the delights of the other. It 
deſcribes things which cannot, and ought not to 
be deſcribed, and enters into details too horrible, 


: or too licentious, to be preſented to the human 5 


þ = the Goſpel the pains 2 the pleafures of ; 
a future life are repreſented conciſely, in firong, | 
but general and indefinite terms, ſufficient to give 5 
them a powerful, but not an overwhelining, 


x influence over r the mind. 


Tuenx is ſtin another, and a vety material 
mark of diſcriwination between the Koran and | 
| the Goſpel, Mahomer ſhows throughout, the 
_ utmoſt anxiety to guard againſt opjections, co 
account for His working no miracles, and to 


defend his conduct, f in ſeveral inſtances, againſt 
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the charges which he ſuſpects may be vronghe 

againſt him. This is always the caſe with 

| impoſture. It is always ſuſpicious, afraid of | 
being detected, alive to every appearance of 
hoſtility, ſolicitous to anticipate, and N to : 


; repel the accuſations of enemies. 


* RUTH has no cocalicnr for fach precau- 
15 tions, and therefore never uſes them. We ſee 
nothing of this ſort in the Goſ pel. T he ſacred - 
| hiſtorians ſhow not the ſmalleſt ſolicitude, nor 
£ wks the leaſt pains to obviate cavils or remove 
difficulties. _ They relate plainly and ſimply 
| what they know to be true. They entertain 
5 no doubt of i it themſelves, and ſeem to have no 
; ſuſpicion that any one elſe can doubt i it; they g 
therefore leave the facts to ſpeak for themſelves, 
= and ſend them unprotected into the world, to 
make their way (as they have done) by their 


sven 


of the Cliriffian Revelatim, 83 


5 S vo are the leading features of Mahomet 


and his religion on the one hand, and of Chriſt 
and his religion on the other; and never was 
there a ſtronger or more ſtriking contraſt ſeen 
than i in this inſtance. They are, in ſhort, in 
every eſſential article, the direct oppoſites of 
each other. And as it is on all hands acknow- 
| ledged that Mahomet was an impoſtor, i it is fair 
to conclude that Chriſt, who was the very re- 
verſe of Mahomet, was the reverſe of an im- 
poſtor, that is, a real meſſenger from heaven. 
: In Mahomet we ſee every diſtinRtive mark of 
fraud; in Jeſus, not one of theſe is to be found; 
but, on the contrary, every poſſible indication 
and character of truth. - | : 
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PROPOSITION . 


Tue PREDICTIONS DELIVERED BY THE 
ANCIENT PROPHETS, AND FULFILLED IN | 
5 OUR SAVIOUR, $How THAT HE WAS THE 


MESSIAH EXPECTED BY THE JEWS, AND 


THAT HE CAME INV uE WORLD BY 


DIVINE APPOINTMENT, To BE THE GREAT. | 


; DELIVERER AND REDEEMER OF MAN 5 


. 


THE word Mesa . anciuted; 


. mat is, a perſon appointed to ſome high lation, 


dignity, or office ; becauſe originally among the 


eaſtern. nations men fo appointed (particularly 2 


. priefts, and prophets) were anointed with 


oil. Hence the word Meſſiah means the per- | 


fon pre-ordained and appointed by God to be 


VVV⸗ů be 


eee eee 
9 N * FIR 


arg — — — — 
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5 the great deliverer of the Jewiſh nation, and the 8 
. Redeemer of all mankind. The word nu, 


| means the ſame thing. 


N o it was foretold concerning the Meſ- 
Gale that he ſhould come before the ſceptre 1 


parted from Judah, that IS, before the Jewiſh 


HE. government was deſtroyed; * and accordingly 
_ Chriſt appeared a ſhort time before the period 


5 when the Jewiſh government was totally over- 


45 thrown by the Romans. | 


3 was s foretold, that * ſhould come : before 8 
ik deſtruction of the ſecond temple. a The > 


« deſire of all nations thall come, and 1 will fill 


or” this houſe with glory, ſaith che Lord of 
| « Hoſts ; 5 the glory of this. latter houſe ſhall be 
N « greater than of the former.” , Accordingly 

Obi appearel {0 {ome time before the deſtruc- 


+ Ha. gai, ii. 7.9. 


ion 


FF. 
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tion of the as and the temple of Jeruſalem by 5 
the Romans. | 


he ſhould come at the end of 490 years after 
the rebuilding of Jeruſalem, which had been 
laid waſte during the captivity of the Jews in 
| Babylon, and that he ſhould be cut off; and that 
| afterwards the city and ſanQtuary of Jeruſalem 
ſhould be deſtroyed and made deſolate. * And | 
5 accordin gly, at what time ſoever the beginning : 
8 of the 490 years can, according to any fair in- 
5 terpretation of the words, be fixed, the end of 
them will fall about the time of Chriſt's appear- 
ing: and it is well known how entirely the city 
and lanctuary were deſtroyed by the Romans 


ſome years: after he was cut off and crucified, 


Ir was foretold, that he thould perform many 


great 


Dan. ix. 26. 
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- great and beneficial mir acles; thatthe eyes of the 
blind ſhould be open, and the ears of the deaf 
unſtopped ; that the lame man ſhould leap as a 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb ſing; “ and 
this we know was literally fulfilled in the mira- 
cles of Chriſt; che blind their light, the 
lame — the deaf heard.” 


| be was foretold, that he ſhould die a violent : 
death; that he ſhould be wounded for our trand- 5 
greſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities ; that the 
chaſtiſement of our peace ſnould be upon him; 
and that with his ſtripes we ſhould be healed ; 
chat God would lay on him the iniquity of us 
all, + All which was exactiy accompliſhed | 
in the ſufferings of Chriſt, 4 who died for our 


| ſing, the Juſt for the unjuſt, that he might _ 
us to God. 2 


= 
* thiah, xxxv. 5. 
F Tfaiah, li. throughout; and Dan, IX, 26, 
* 1 Pet. lii. 18. 1 


E ˙ R ⁰˙ I coins K. _ e eee 
; N og * * W » . * Rv 1 f 1 e my as 108 " "MY ** YR 
s . tt be 1 C59 - Ar 47 . ws 93 dal ANY . * ö ; 
| r EIS "A WON. e 185 8 Oe v2, 3 
o, * 7 * 3 dy. * 


= = — 3 
— 7 r — 
rr 
A en 
gone 


ms. 


— . 
— — ws "><. ng OS S * 
, . 8 - 
re 3 3 e N © 


„ I DIG 


 thering of the people be; and that God would | 


give him the heathen for his inheritance, and the 


utmoſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion, * 


which was punCtually fulfilled by the wonder- 
Ful ſucceſs of the Goſpel, and its univerſal pro- 
7 pagation throughout the world. 


LA $TLY, many 1 minuter 8 were 


5 told of the great Deliverer, or Redeemer, that FW 
was to come. 


Tua rr be ſhould be born of a virgin; that he 


"rants be of tlie tribe of Judah and the ſeed of _ 
David; that he ſhould be born in the town 

- "oi Bethlehem; that be ſhould ride upon an aſs 
in humble triumph into the city of Jeruſalem ; 5 
that he ſhould be a man of ſorrows, and a 
quainted with grief; that he ſhould be ſold for 


thirty | 


E: Plalm, it, 8. 
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thirty pieces of filver ; that he ſhould be ſcourg- | 
ed, buffeted, and ſpit upon; that he ſhould be 
numbered with the tranſgreſſors chat is, ſhould f 
be crucified, as he was, between two thieves) ; 5 


that he ſhould have gall and vinegar given him 


to drink; that they who ſaw him crucified 
| ſhould mock at him, and at his truſting in God 
| todeliver him; that the ſoldiers ſhould caſt lots 
for his garments ; that he ſhould make his =m_ : 


with the rich; and that he ſhould riſe * 
without ſeeing corruption. All theſe cireum- 


ſtances, it is well known, were foretold, and, to 


the greateſt poſſible exaktneſs, fulfilled, i in the 
ran of Cbrift, 


"od 


War now ſhall we fay to theſe things ? : 
| Here are upwards of tweuty different particu- 


lars, many of them of a very extraordinary na- 


ture, 


Oe, * Tſaiah, wit 4 Mich. v. Zech. ix. 93 Ifaiah, liii. 13 
Zech. xi. 12; Ifaiah, I. 6; Iſaiah, liii. 12; Pſalm lxix. 2a; 
Flalm xiv. 7. 18; Iſalah, liii. 9; Plalm xvi. 10. 
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ture, which it was foretold, 300 years before 
our Saviour was born, would all meet in him, 
and which did all actually meet in his perſon. 
1s not this a moſt extraordinary conſideration ? 
There are but three poſſible ſuppoſitions that 
can be made concerning it: either that this was 
a mere fortuitous coincidence, ariſing entirely 
5 | from chance and accident, or that theſe prophe- 
cies were written after the events. had taken 
5 place ; or laſtly, that they were real predictions, | 
| delivered many years before theſe events came - 
to paſs, and all fulfilled in Chriſt, That any 
one ſhould by chance hit upon ſo many things, 
which ſhould all prove true, and prove true 
concerning one and the ſame perſon, though 


ſeveral of them were of ſuch a nature as were 


unlikely to happen ing iy, and by far the greateſt 
part of which had never beſore happened i ingly, 
| to any perſon whatcver ; this, I ſay, exceeds all 
. bounds of credibility, and all power of rene e 


| or calculation. 
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„an theſe prophecies were not written or 
: delivered after the things predicted had happened : 
is moſt certain; becauſe tney are found in books 1 
which exiſted long before thoſe events came to „„ I 


paſs, that is, in the books of the Old Teſtament; 

| and the Jews themſelves, the mortal enemies of 
= Chriſt and his religion, acknowledge that theſe 
prophecies were in thoſe books, e exactly as we ; 


now ſee them, many hundred years before Chriſt 5 


came into the wor.” i In } 
THE books themſelves were in their own = 

"keeping, i in the keeping of our adverſaries, who „„ 14 

would undoubtedly take effectual care that © | | | 

thing favourable to Chriſt ſhould be fraudu- 

lently inſerted into them. The Jews were our 1 ok 

librarians. The prophecies were in their cuſ- | 


tody, and are read in all their copies of the Old 
Teſtamentas well as in ours. They have made 
many attempts to explain them away, but none 


to queſtion their authenticity. 
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Ir remains 4 that theſe are all real anbifie= 
: Ron all centering in our Saviour, and i in him | 
only, and delivered many centuries before he 


was born. As no one but God has the fore- 


; knowletlge of events, it is from him theſe pro- 
pPhecies muſt have proceeded; and they ſhew, 5 
of courſe, that Chriſt was the perſon whom he 

had for a great length of time predetermined to 
ſend! into the world to be the great Deliverer, | 


: Redeemer, and Saviour of mankind. 


2 N l 8 ” 


1 5 1 
— 
33 Rs” CHEFS. n 
5 " PR” ETSY 
— r TIRING; 5 
- 9 2 2 ; 


"ER; 
*< 
* 
5 
22 
TY 
£ 


/ the Chtiflian Revelation. 98 


PROPOSITION x. 


HT / PROPHECIES. DELIVERED BY OUR. 
| SAVIOUR HIMSELF, PROVE THAT HE WAS | 
| ENDUED WITH THE FOREKNOWLEDGE oF 
FUTURE EVENTS; WHICH BELONGS ONLY 


10 oo AND To THOSE | INSPIRED B 


HE "Be very particularly, and at ſeveral 


different times, foretell his own death, and the 
circumſtances of it: that che chief prieſts and 
ſcribes ſhould condemn him to death, and deli- 


ver him to the Gentiles, chat is, to Pilate and 


the Roman ſoldiers, to mock, and ſcourge, and 


| erucify him ; that he ſhould be betrayed into 


their hands ; that Judas Iſcariot was the perſon 


who ſhould betray bim; chat all his diſciples 
would forfake him, and flee; and that Peter 


would 
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would aden thrice deny tum! in one night. 
0 He foretold further, that he would riſe again the 
= third day ; ; that, alter his aſcenſion, he would | 


ſend down the Holy Ghoſt on his. apoſſes Ne 


| which ſhould enable them to work many mira- 
5 cles. He foretold, like wiſe, many particulurs 
. concerning the future ſucceſs of the Goſpel, and 


What ſhould happen to ſeveral of his diſciples ; „ 


. he foretold what oppoſition and perſecution wy 


| ſhould meet with in their preaching; he foretold 
what particular kind of death Peter ſhould die, 
and intimated that St. John ſhould live (as he 
did) till after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; he 
| foretold, that, notwithſtanding all oppoſition and 
perſecution, the Goſpel ſhould yet have ſuch | 
- ſucceſs as to ſpread itſelf over the world; and, 
laſtly, he foretold the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 


with ſuch very particular and minute circum- 


ſtances, i in the 24th chapter of St. Matthew, the 
- 23th of St. Mark, and the 21. of St. Luke, that 


no 
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no one who reads the deſcription of that event, 
in the hiſtorians of thoſe times, can have the 
| ſmalleſt doubt of our Saviour's divine foreknows 
8 ledge. We have a moſt authentic, exact, and 
circumſtantial account of the ſiege and deſtrue- 
tion of that city by the Romans, written by Jo- 
ſephus, a Jewiſh and contemporary hiſtorian; 
and the deſcription he has given of this terrible 


calamity ſo perfectly correſponds with our Sa- 


viour's prophecy „that one would have thought, Ez 


had we not known the contrary, that it had been 
written by a Chriſtian, on purpoſe o illuſtrate 


that prediction. 


TIIs power of foretelling future events is a 
plain proof that Chriſt came from God, and - 


was endued wich this po er from above. 
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PROPOSITION X. 


. MIRACLES PERFORMED BY OUR 
LORD, DEMONSTRATE HIM TO HAVE POS- 


SESSED DIVINE POWE R. 


ALTHOUGH the preceding Propoſitions 
octane; very convincing proofs of che divine 
miſſion of Chriſt, and the divine authority of his 
rcligiov, yet, undoubtedly, the ſtrongeſt evidence 
of this ariſes from the wonderful and well-atteſt- - 
ed miracles which he wrought from the begin- | 
ning to che end ol his miniſtry. He cured the 5 
; moſt inveterate diſeaſes; he made the lame to 
walk; he opened the eyes of the blind and the 

| ears of the deaf ; he caſt out devils ; ; he walked 
; vpon the ſea; he fed five thouſand perſons with 


a few {mall Joaves and fiſhes, and even | raiſed =, 


the 
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the dead to life again, Theſe miracles were 
; all wrought 3 in open day, i in the fight of multi- 
tudes of witneſſes, who. could not be impoſed 

upon in things which they ſaw plainly with 
their own eyes, who had an opportuni ty of ſcru- 

tinizing them as much as they pleaſed, and who 
did actually ſcrutinize them with a moſt mien 
exactneſs, as appears from the very remarkable 
5 inſtance of the blind man reſtored to fight by 
our Lind, in the ninth chapter of . John, = 

rranſaQion which 1 recommen d ve Ty earneſtly: to 


the atten: tion of : m 7 re aders. 


Ir 1s true, FIR miracle 8 being ve ery onvſual 
| and extraordinary fa Ns, they require very 5 
ſtrong vidence to ſupport them; ; Much {ir onger, | 
it muſt Þ b e owned, than common events, that are 
recorded i in hiſtory : and accordingly the mira- 
cles of Chriſt have this very ſtrong and extraor- 


dinary evidence to ſupport them ; evidence ſuch | 


= & as 
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as is not to be equalled ; in any other inſtance, 
and ſuch as is fully competent to prove the 
reality of che greateſt miracle chat ever Was 


| performed. 


Brsipks a multitude of other perſons, who 
ere eyc-witnefles to theſe miracles, and who 
were actually convinced and converted by them, 
5 chere were twelve perſons, called apoſlles; plain, | 
honeſt, unprejudiced men; ; whom our Savi- 


our choſe to be his conſtant companions and 


T7 friends, who were almoſt always about his per- 


: ſon, accompanied him in his travels, heard all his 5 
: diſcourſes, ſaw all his miracles, and attended him | 
: thro gh all the different ſcenes of his life, death, 
and reſurrection, till the time of his aſcenſion 
into Heaven. ; Theſe perſons. were perfectly 
Z capableof judging whether the works which they £ 
ſaw Jeſus perform were real miracles or not ; 
| they could tel] whether a | perſon whom they had 


8 . ee, known 
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5 6 to be blind all his life was | foddeniy ' re- 
ſtored to fight by our Saviour" $ only ſpeaking a 
f word or touching his eyes; ; they could tell whe- 
_ ther he did actually, in open daylight, walk 

upon the lea without ſinking, and without any 

_ viſible ſupport ; whether a perſon called Laza- _ 
: rus, whom they were well acquainted with, and 

whom they knew to have been four days dead 
| and buried, was raiſed to life again merely by 


Chriſt 1 e Lazarus ariſe. 


In theſe, and other facts of this fort, they 
5 could not poſſibly be l Now theſe, and 


many other miracles equally aſtoniſhing, they - 


affirm that they themſelves actually faw per- 
15 formed by our Saviour. In conſequence of this, | 
from being Jews, and of courſe ſtrongly breju- | 
diced againſt Chriſt and his outward appearance, 
which was the very reverſe of every thing they 


5 expected i in their Meſſiah, they became his dif- 
5 F 3 ciples : 
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; ciples; ; and on account of their converſion, and 


more particularly on account of their aſſerting 


the truth of his miracles and his reſurtection, 


they endured for a long courſe of years the 


ſeyercſt labours, hardihips, ſufferings, and per- 
ſecution, that human nature could be expoſed to, . 
and at laſt ſubmitted to the moſt cruel and ex- 
 eruciating deaths ; all which they might eaſily 
have avoided, if they would only have ſaid that 

: Chriſt was not the Son of God, that he never 5 
: worked any miracles, and never roſe from the 


dead. Yet this they refuſed to ſoy, and were 5 


- eontent to die rather chan n fay i it. * 


Is not this giving the ſtrongeſt proof of their 
: ; ſincerity, and of the | reality of Chriſt's miracles, 
that human nature and human tellimony are 


capable 5 


| » No man ever laid down his life for the honour of 
Jupiter, Neptune, or Apollo; but how many thouſands | 


na ve ſealed their Christian teſtimony with their blood! 


S nod oe 
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capable of giving? The concurrent and uncon- 
5 tradicted teſtimony of twelve ſuch witneſſes is, 


accor ding to all the rules of evidence, ſufficient 


to eſtabliſh the truth of any one fact in the 


world, however extraordinary, however mira- 


. r there had been any ; powerful temptation” | 


5 in the way of theſe men; if they had 
been bribed, like the followers of Mahomet, 3 
with ſenſual indulgencies; ; or, like Fudas Ifca- 
riot, with a ſum of money, one ſhould not 
have been much ſurpriſed at their perſiſting, for 55 
a time at leaſt, i in a premeditated falſehood. But FRE 


when we know that, inftead of any of theſe | 


allurements being held out to them, their maſter 


always foretold to them, and they themſelves | 
ſoon found by experience, that wy could gain 


| nothing. and muſt loſe every thing n this world, 


by embracing Chriſlianity it is 8 impoſſi- 


14 | ble 
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ble to account for their embracing iton any other 
ground than their conviction of 1 its truth from the 
% miracles which they ſaw. : In fact, muſt they 
nat have been abſolutely mad to have incurred 
vdluntarily ſo much miſery, and ſuch certain | 
deftruRtion, for affirmingthings to be true which 
they knew to be falſe; more eſpecially as their 
: own religion taught them, that they would be 


punithed moſt ſeverely i in another world, as well 


” as in this, for ſo wicked a fraud? Is it uſual for : 


5 men thus to ſport with their own happineſs, wad 85 
their very lives, and to bring upon themſelves, 
with their eyes open, ſuch dreadful evils, with- | 
out any reaſon in the world, and without the 
leaſt poſſible benefit, advantage, credit, or plea- 
ſure reſulting from it? Where have you ever 
| heard of any inſtance of this fort? Would any 
twelve men you ever knew, eſpecially men of 
credit and character, take it into their heads to 


aſſert that a certain perſon in the neighbourhood 


raiſed 
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raiſed. a dead man to life, when they knew that : 
no ſuch thing had ever happened; and that they. 
would all, with one conſent, ſuffer themſelves to 
be put to death rather than confeſs that they had : 
told a lie? Such a thing never happened ſince | 

the world began. It is contrary to all Experts 7 
N ence and all credibility, and would be, in itſelf, 


4 greater miracle than any of thoſe thata are re- 
ö corded in the Goſpel. 0 


Ir is certain then (as certain as any thing can 
5 be that depends on human teſtimony) that real 
| miracles were wrought by Chriſt ; and as no 

miracles can be wrought but by the power of 
God, it is equally certain that Chriſt and his 
| IGOR drew their origin from God. * 
> On the clear and 8 marks of diſcrimination 
between the real miracles of the Goſpel and the pretended. 
miracles of Paganiſm and of Popery, fee Biſhop Doug-_ 
Tas's Criterion, and Dr, Paley's moſt maſterly obſerva- 
tions, in his View of the Evidences of Chriſlianuys; | 
prop. i. ch. ii. b. i. p. 329 
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PROPOSITION All. 


| Tas RESURRECTION or OUR LORD FROM: 1 


THE DEAD, 1s A FACT FULLY PROVED BY. 


THE CLEAREST EVIDENCE, AND 18 "THE | 


SEAL AND CONFIRMATION 


LIGION. 


or ns. DIVI- | 


ITY AND. or THY TRUTH or urs RE- 


N THE reſurrection of Chriſt being one of 


thoſe miracles which are recorded in the Goſ- . 


pe, the truth 1 it is, in v falt; already proved 


by what has been advanced relpecting thoſe” 


miracles i in the preceding article. But it is an 


5 event ſo lingular! in its nature, and ſo infinitely 


important in its conſequences, that it well de- | 
: ſerves to be made the luject of a diſtin® Pro- 


1 85 . 


AFTER 


W 
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AFTER our Saviour's crncifixion, Tofeph of 

| Arimathea, we are told, laid the body i in his own. 

new tomb, hewn out of a rock, and rolled a 
great ſtone to the door of the ſepulchre, In 

order to ſecure themſelves againſt any fraud, the 

ö Jews defired the Roman governor, Pilate, to 

: grant them a band of ſoldiers to guard the ſepul- 

5 chre, leſt, as they faid, the diſciples ſhould come 

by night and ſteal the corpſe away. Pilate 8 

8 anſwer was in theſe words, « Ye have a 
| watch, vo your way, m make it as ſure as you 0 
15 can: ſo they went and made che fepulchre 
ure, ſealing the Kone, and fetting a watch.“ * 
The Evangeliſt then proceeds to relate the 
great event of the reſurrection with that inge- 

nuous and natural ſimplicity which charac- 
| terizes the ſacred hiſtorians, and which carries 
upon the face of it every mark of ſincerity and 
truth, e 1 
| Matth. zoxvii. 6 5, 66, 


5 wa 
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40 Thi the end of the Sabbath, as it began to | 


dawn towards the firſt day of the week, came 


Mary Magdalen, and the other Mary, to ſee 


the ſepulchre. And behold there was a great 
earthquake ; for the Angel of the Lord de- 
ſcended from heaven, and rolled back the ſtone 
from the door, and ſate upon it. His counte- 
nance was like lightning, and ks raiment white 
. asſnow.. And for fear of him the keepers did 
hake, and became as dead men. And me: 
Angel of the Lord anſwered, and laid unto the 
woman, Fea ear not ye; for F know that ye ſeek 


. Jeſus that was crucified. He 18 not here, for he | 


f iS riſen from the dead: and behold ke goeth 
before you into Galilee, there ye ſhall ſee him. 
' Lo! I have told you. And as they went to 
tell his diſciples, behold, Jeſus met them, ſaying, 
. All hail; and they came and held him by the 
feet, and worſhipped him, Then ſaid Jeſus 
vuto them, Pe x not afraid; E tell my brethren, 
1 chat : 
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that they go into Galilee, and there * ſhall 
ſee me. Now, when they were going, behold 
| ſome of the watch came into the city, and 
wp ſhewed unto the chief prieſts all that was done. - 


7 And when they were aſſembled with the elders, | 


nd had taken council, they gave. large money 


"a the ſoldiers, ſaying, Say ye, his diſciples | 
came by night, and ſtole him away while we 
lept ; and if this come to the governor's ear, we 
will pertuade him and ſecure you. So they 7 
took the money, and did as they were taught; 
and this ſaying i is commonly reported among the 


. Jews u unto this day. 


Sven is the relation of this wonderful fact 
5 given by St. Matthew, which comprehends not 
only his own account of 1 it, but that alſo which 
was circulated in oppoſition to it by the chief 
prieſts and rulers of che Jews. Here then we have 
fairly before us the two different repreſentations _ , 


4 


Matth. xxvill, 116, 
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of this event by the friends and by the enemies 
of Chriſt; of which the former afferts that it 
fraud; and between theſe two we muſt form 
2 that 3 we know oh, ” 7 one. 

5 the body Was not to be found in the ſepulch re. 
It was gone; and the queſtion is by what 
W The ſoldiers gave out that the diſciples 


& came by night, while they flept, and ſtole it 


: how the ſoldiers could depoſe to any ching that 


5 paſſed while they were faſt afleep ; they could 


8 4 ES | | 5 tain 


: was a real reſurrection, the other that it was a 


our opinions; for no thiid ſtory has been * up, 


O xxx thing is agreed on by both ſides, viz. that 


away.“ But it 15 not very eaſy to underſtand : 


not poſſibly tell in what manner the body was 


** — A * bas 4 ” * = ws . 
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ſtolen away, or by whom. Nor, conſidering 


the extreme ſeverity of the Roman military diſ- 
cipline, is it credible, that if they had been aſleep, | 
they woult 1 have confeſſed it? Fo or it was cer- 
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tain death to 4 Roman foldier to be bound ſleep- 
| ing upon guard. Nothi :ing could have prevailed | 


upon them to make ſuch a declaration as that, 


but a previous promiſe of impunity and reward 


from the Jewiſh rulers; a plain pr oof that they 1 


had been Wee with, and 6 that it was a con- 


certed tory. 7” 


| In the next place, ſu ppofing the ſtory true, 


of what uſe could the dead body be to the 
diſciples ? It could not prove to them, or to 
others, that their maſter was riſen from the 
dead; on the contrary, it muſt have been a 
ſtanding and a viſible proof of the contrary. 
It muſt convince them that he, inſtead ot 


being the deliverer they expected, was an 


impoſtor, and they moſt cruelly deccived. "And 


. why they ſhould chuſe to keep in their poſ- 
| ſeffion, and to have continually before their 
eyes a lifeleſs corpſe, which completely blaſted 


all 
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all their hopes, and continually reminded them | 
; of their bitter diſappointment, i 18 ſamewhat dith- 


cult to be ima HAIG. 


Tur tale then, told by the ſoldiers, | is, upon ; 
0 the very face of it a groſs and clumſy forgery. 
The conſequence is, chat the account given by 
St. Matthew 1 is the true one. For if the body 5 
was actually gone (an acknowledged point on 
all ſides) and if it was not, as we have proved, 
ſtolen away by the diſciples, there are but two 
poſſible. ſuppoſitions remaining ; either that it 
Was taken away by the Jews and Romans, or 
that 3 it was raiſed to life again by the power of 
: God. If the former had been the caſe, it could 
; only have been for the purpoſe of confronting 
and convicting the diſciples of falſchood and 
fraud by the production of the dead body. But 
the dead body was not produced. It was there- 
fore, as the e Goſpel affirms, raiſed from the grave, 


and 


of A can * PT 3 


and reſtored to . There is no other con- ED 


ceivable alternative left. 


Ab that this was actually the caſe, is proved | 


5 by our Lord's appearing, after his reſurrection, 
not only to the two women who came firſt to 
2 the ſepulchre, but to the two diſciples going to 
1 Emmaus, and to the diſciples aſſembled together 5 
at two different times, and to all the apoſtles, | 
and to above 500 brethren, at once. And he 
not only appear ed to them ſilently,! but he talked 
and ate with them; he ſhowed them his hands 
and his feet; he made them handle him; he held 


ſeveral long converſations with them; and, at 


laſt, aſcended up into heaven in their ſight. 


| Trxs2 were things of which the plaineſt and 


moſt ignorant men could judge. It was impoſ- 
ſible for them to be deceived in an object with 


which they were well acquainted, and which GE, 


pr eſented itlelf o all their ſenſes, 


Bor 
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Bor there is another moſt deciſive proof, 


_ ariſing from their own conduct, that they were 
: perfectly convinced of the reality of our Lord s 
reſurrection. | 


tr appears that che apoſtles were far from 2 


wing men of natural courage and grmneſt of 
mind. When onr Lord was apprehended, ar -.- 
: his diſciples, we are told, forſook him, and fled, 
Peter followed'him afar off, and went into a liall 

| in: the palace of the high prieſts, where the 
ſervants warmed themſelves, and being there | 
charged wich being a diſciple of Jeſus, he pe- 
remptorily denied it three times with vehemence 
and with oaths. It does not appear that any of 
| his diſciples attended in the judgment hall to aſſiſt 


or to ſupport him ; and when he was crucified, 


the only perſons that ventured to ſtand near his 
croſs were his mother, and two or three thor 


women, and St. John. They all, in ſhort, ap- 5 


peared diſmayed and terri ined. with the fate of 


Rar 
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their maſter, afraid to acknowledge the ſlighteſt 
connection with him, and utterly unable to face : 
the dangers that ſeemed to menace them. But, 


immediately aſter the reſurrection of cheir Lord, 5 


a moſt aſtoniſhing change took place 1 in their 


conduct. From being the moſt timid of men, 
| they ſuddenly became courageous, undaunted, 
and intrepid; they boldly preached chat very 
Jeſus whom but a ſhort time before they had | 
del ſerted i in his greateſt diſtreſs; and although his 


crucifixion was freſh before their eyes, and they : 


| had reaſon to expect che lame or a Gmilar fate, 
yet they perſiſted in avowing chemſelves his _ 

| diſciples, and told the Jews publicly, „ that 
God had made that ſame Jeſus whom they had 

| crucified both Lord and Chriſt,” * and when 


they were brou ght before the rulers and elders 


to be examined reſpecting che lame man whom 
they had cured at the gate of the temple, * Be 


it known unto you all (aid they) and to al the 


. 3 | people, 
Acts, ii 36. : 
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people of Iſrael, that, by the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, and 5 
whom God raiſed from the dead, even by bim 
= does this man ſtand here before you all. This is 
the ſtone chat Was ſet at nought of you builders, 
Which! is become the head ſtone of che corner; 5 
5 neither i is there ſalyation i in any other ; for there 5 


| is none other name under heaven given among | 


- men, whereby v we e muſt be ſaved, * 


AnD when a ſecond 1 time 4 were re brought | 
| before the council, and forbidden to teach in the 
name of Jeſus, their anſwer was, « We ought 
to obey. God rather than man. | And when : 
they were again reprimanded, and threathened, 5 
and beaten, yet they ceaſed not in the temple, 
and in every houſe, to teach and to preach Je- | 
ſus Chriſt; and with great power gave the 
: apoliles witneſs of the reſurreQion of the Lo : 


mn_ + 


.& Asu, i iv. 10, rt, 1 12. 
> Adds, v. 29. 42. : 


Is 
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IN What manner now ſhall we account for 


this ſudden and moſt ſingular change i in the diſ- - 
5 poſition, and as it were in the very conſtitution, | 
of the apoſtles ? It Chriſt had not riſen from 
| the grave, and his dead body was in the poſſeſ- 5 
ſion of his diſciples, was this calculated to in- 
ſpire them with affection for their leader, and 
with courage to pr each a doctrine which they 
knew to be falſe? Would it not, on the con- 
| trary, have increaſed their natural timidity, de- 
preſſed their ſpirits, extinguiſhed all their zeal, 5 
5 and filled them with indignation and horror 8 
againſt a man Who had ſo groſsly deceived 
: them, and robbed them, under falſe pretences, of 
every ching that was dear and valuable to them ; 
in the world Moſt unqueſtionably it would, 


Nor is it poſſible to account, in any rational 


way, for the ſtrange revolution which took place 


in their minds, ſo ſoon after their maſter” s death, 
but by admitting that they were fully perſuaded 


and ſatisfied that he roſe alive from the grave. 


IP 
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Ir may wn Laid, perhaps, that this perſuaſion , 


was the effect, not of irreſiſtible evidence, but 
of enthuſiaſm, which made them fancy that 


| ſome viſionary phantom, created ſolely by their 


own heated imagination, v was the real body of 


| heir Lord reſtored to life. But nothing could 5 


| be more diſtant from Seda than the cha- 


racer and conduct of theſe men, and the ceu-. 
rage they manifeſted, which was perfectly cal, 
| ſober, collected, and cool. But what completely 
repels chis ſuſpicion i is, that their bittereſt adver- 
faries never once accuſed them of enthuſiaſm, 5 
| but charged them with a crime which was u- 
telly inconſiſtent with it, fraud and theſt ; with 
5 dealing away che body from the grave. And 
if they did this, if that dead body was actually 5 
before their eyes, how Was it poſſible for any | 


degree of enthuſiaſm ſhort of madneſs {which 


Was never alledged againſt them) to miſtake a 


Arad body: 4 for a living g man, . whom Aer ſaw, 


and. 
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and touched, aml converſed with? N 0 Cach 1 1 


Haber of enthoGaſm ever occurred in the world. 5 


Tux reſurreQion of | our Lord being thus 


1 eſtabliſhed on the firmeſt grounds, its affords an 
4 unanſwerable proof of the truth of our Saviour's 5 
5 pr etenſions, and, conſequently, of the truth of his 
religion : for had he not been what he alſumed to 
1 de, the Son of God, it is impoſſible that God 5 
. ſhould have raiſed him from the dead, and there 
dy g given his ſanction to an impoſture. | But as : 
he did actually reſtore him to life, he thereby ſet > 
- his ſeal to the divinity | which he claimed, and 
5 acknowledged him, in the moſt public and 0 
bh thoritative manner, to be his beloved ſon, in 


whom he was well pleaſed.” 1 


| AxD this evidence of our Lord's divine miſ- 

ſion | is of the more importance, becauſe our "i 
viour himſelf appealed to it as the grand proof | 
of - 


„Matth. iii. 27. 
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of his being ſent from heaven to inſtru and: to 
redeem mankind. For when he caſt the buyers . 
and ſellers out of the temple, and the Jews re- 
quired of him a ſign, that is, a miraculous proof, 
that he had the authority of God ſor doing thoſe 
things, his anſwer, was Deſtroy this temple, 
{meaning his body) and i in three days 1 will raiſe 
it up. When, therefore, he was riſen from the ! 
: dead, his diſciples remembered that he had faid 
this unto them; and they believed the ſcriptures, 5 
| and the word which Jeſus had faid; . and they ww 
themſelves conſtantly referred to the reſurrection, i 
- more than to any other evidence, as the ou A 


foundation on which their faith was built. 


Tur reaſon for this, perhaps. x Was, that * 


: great event contained | in itſelf, at once, the vi- 
dence both of miracle and of prophecy. It was 
certainly one of the moſt ſtupendous manifeſta- . 
tions of divine power that could be preſented to 

= hay , x 3 
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| the obſervation of mankind; and it Was, at dhe 
ſame time, the completion of two moſt remark- | 
able prophecies ; that of our Saviour” $ above- | 


mentioned, and that well- known one of king 


| David' 8, whidl h St. Peter expreſoly applies to the 


reſurrect: n of Chriſt Bag Thou wilt not leave | 

my ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thy holy 
one to des corruption. SY. 

5 tim . A ii. 27. On this ſubiedt of 
Chhriſt's reſurr ection I muſt again refer my young readers 


to Dr. Paley, vol. i 11. ch. ix. p · 209. and alſo to the con- 7 
| cluſion of his work; the force of which it ſeems to me 


| ſeaxce * * an e reader t to withſtand, 
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CONCLUSION. 


5 Tir ESE are the principal 2 of the truth 15 


of the Chriſtian Religion. Many others of a 


very ſatisfactory nature might be added; but the 


5 queſtion may be ſaſely reſins on \ theis that haye | 


here been dated. 


| AxD when we eolect them all together into | 


one point of view ; | when we conſider the de- 


 plorable i ignorance and inconceivable depravity > 


of the heathen world before the birth of Chriſt, 


which rendered a divine interpoſition eſſentially 


neceflary, and therefore hig ghly probable; the 


appearance of Chriſt upon earth, at the very 


time when his preſence vas moſt wanted, and 


When there was a general expeCation through- 
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out the Eaſt, that ſome great and extraordinary 
7 perſonage was ſoon to come into the world; 
the tranſcendent excellence of our Lord's cha- 
ra ger, ſo infinitely beyond that of every other 
moral teacher ; 3 the calmneſs, the compoſure, 
the dignity, the integrity, the ſpotleſs lanctity 
. of his manners, ſo utterly inconſiſtent | with : 
: every idea of enthuſiaſm or impoſture ; ; the | 
| ſubliaity and i importance of his doQtines; the 
conſummate wiſdom and perſec purity of his 
moral precepts, far exceeding the natural powers 
5 of a man born in the humbleſt ſituation, and! in 5 
a remote and obſcure corner of the world, with- 
out learning, education, languages, or books; 
the rapid and aſtoniſhing propagation of his re- 
ligion, in a very ſhort ſpace of time, through 
almoſt every region of the Eaſt, by the ſole 
: efforts of himſelf and a few illiterate fiſhermen, 
in direct oppoſition to all the power, the autho- 


rity, the learning, the me the reigning 
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vices, prejudices, and ſuperſtitions of the world; 
the complete and marked oppoſition, in every 
efſential point, between the character and reli- 

gion of Chriſt and the charaQter and religion L 

of Mahomet, exaQtly ſuch as might be expected 5 

ö betw een truth and falſchood ; the minute de- 

ſcription of all the moſt material circumſtances 5 

of bis birth, liſe, ſufferings, death, and reſurrec- : 

tion, given by the antient prophets many hun- 

5 dred years beſore he was born, and exactly ful- 
De filled i in him, and him only, pointing him out 
1 the Meſſiah of the Jews and the Redeemer ta 

of mankind ; the various prophecies delivered by | 

. Chriſt himſelf, which were all punctually 1 : 

compliſhed, more eſpecially the deſtruction WE 

5 Jeruſalem by the Romans; the many aſtoniſh- 5 
ing miracles wrought by Jeſus, in the open face 
of day, before thouſands of ſpectators, the reality os 
of which is proved by multitudes of the moſt . 


vnexceptionable witneſſes, Who ſealed their 


teſlimony | 
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| teſtimony with their blood, and was even mY 
knowledged by the earlieſt and moſt inveterate 
enemies of the Goſpel; and laſtly, that moſt 
aſtoniſhing and well-authenticated miracle of 
our Lord's reſurrection, which was the ſeal and 
confirmation of bis own Divine Origin, andthat | 
of his Religion; when all theſe various evi- 
dences are brought together, and impartially i 
weighed, it ſeems hardly within the power of  - 
fair and ingenuous mind to reſiſt the impreſſion 
g of their united force. If ſuch a combination of 
evidence as this i is not ſuſficient to ſatisfy an ho- 
neſt enquirer into truth, it is utterly impoſſible ö 
that any event, which paſſed in former times, 5 
7 and which we did not ſee with our own eyes, 
can ever be proved to have happened, by any : 
degree of teſtimony whatever. It may ſafely 


be affirmed, that no inſtance can be produced of 


any one fact or event, ſaid to have taken place i in 


5 paſt 8s, and cabliſhed by ſuch evidence as 5 


that 
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a that on which che Chriſtian t iel reſts, * 5 
5 afterwards turned out to be falſe. We challenge 


the enemies of our faith to bring forward, if they 
can, any ſuch inſtance. If they cannot (and we | 
| know it to be impoſſible). we have a right to 
fay, that a religion, ſupported by ſuch an extra- 
ordinary accumulation of evidenoe, muſt be 
true; and that all men, Who pretend to be 
guided by argument and by proof, are bound, 
8 by the moſt ſacred obligations, to receive the : 


ee of Chriſt as a real "trans from 
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